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Editorial. 
H IF the character and conduct of the individual be only the 
expression of his education etl demier resultat, so also, but 
far more strongly, is the national conduct the expression or result 
'Of national education. 
"It is surely, then, a matter not only of interest, but or safety, 
-of duty-the paramount interest beyond all others to every na-
tion , to every individual of every nation-but above all to its 
rulers-to whose guardianship what the nation is, and what the 
nation may become, is confided-to see that the education of the 
nation shall, in all things, be such as most to favor the national 
intellect and virtue. "-WYSE ON EDUCATION REFORM. 
In previous issues, iie WEEKLY' has endeavored to draw atten-
tion to certain figures necessary to an understanding of the actual 
educational condition of this country. It has given a partial 
view of the facts relating to the'vast amount of illiteracy within 
our borders. It has supplemented that view with an array of the 
percentages of non-attendance of the school population in a large 
proportion of the states. There are the best of reasons for be-
lieving that the statistics of illiteracy actually reported are far be-
low the reality, but we have preferred to . speak entirely within 
boun'ds, for the figures are bad enough at best. High authori-
ties have claimed that thirty-three per cent. should be added to 
the reported results in order to arrive more nearly at the truth. 
It does not come within the scope of our p.resent purpose to jus-
tify this addition by appropriate and convincing citations. That 
easy task may be performed hereafter. The enormous proportion 
of the school population not attending school, in many states, 
even after making all proper allowances and reductions from the 
reported figures, is a fact no less appalling and significant than 
1 ::e actual illiteracy. It indicates how the ranks of ignorance are 
in part recruited. It affords a clue to the inadequacy, not to say 
tile inefficiency 0} our ~ducational m~asures as a wlwle. 
It will not do for us to forget that we are a 1lation, and not a 
mere federation of states alone. It is not enough that certain 
states of the North excel certain other states of the North in the 
munificence of their provisions for education, or in the zeal with 
which the work is carried forward. Nor is it enough that the 
Northern states as a whole, are far in advance of the Southern 
states as a whole. Nor have we a right to assume that the North-
ern states, or any portion of them, have reached the limit of 
their expenditures and their efforts for the education of the peo-
ple, even within their own boundaries. The percentage of iIIit-
. erates, ten years of age and over, to the total population of the 
same age, including both sexes and all classes, in [ourte.en of the 
Northern states, ranges from 3.81 to 8. 86, while the average for 
the whole is 6.98. If, now, we bring into account the fact that 
I a large number of those reported as attending schools are under 
I instruction but a few weeks in each year; that they are taught (?) 
by young, inexperienced, and incompetent teachers; that they 
thus gather up but a few scraps of ill-d igested knowledge; tlrat 
they gain little or none ' of th3t real discipline toMell makes tJu 
pupil a student and lif<a perpelttal school, and that they c'ome far 
short of reaching even Governor Robinson's standard of citizen-
ship in being able "to read and understand the laws, the consti-
tution, .and the ballot that they vote on election day," we shall 
discover that the Northern ~tates have done little more than 
make a fair beginning in the discharge of their primal duty of 
giving to the whole people a wise and generous education, befit-
ting the needs of a nation of sovereigns. With due respect to 
the Governor of New York, we venture to doubt whether he has 
fully analyzed the import of his own standard of citizenship. 
Have not our constitutions, state and national, and their true 
import, been the subjects of dispute by the ablest minds in our 
land almost from the day of their adoption? Does not the true 
interpretation of our laws tax the highest powers of the best 
students of jurisprudence in the land? Does not a proper under-
standing of the ballot voted on election day imply a knowledge 
of men and measures far beyond the capacity of a large propor-
tion of the graduates of our common schools, as they art: ? We 
do not need to pause for a reply. ' These questions have been 
answered beforehand in the promotion of so many incompetent, 
corrupt, and unworthy men, to places of responsibility and trust 
through" the ballots on election day." 
Another view of the extent to which ignorance prevails in the 
South..is afforded by the percentage of illiterates of both sexes 
and all classes over ten years of age, to the whole population. 
These figures also furnish the basis for a comparison of the edu-
cational condition of the two sections. The highest percentage 
of these illiterates is in South Carolina, where it mounts up to 
57.64. The lowest is in Maryland, where it is 23.55. In Ala-
bama it is 54.19; in Georgia, 56.06; Mississippi, 53.91; Louisi-
ana, 52 .46; Florida, 54.76. The average percentage for four- ' 
teen of the Southern states is 45.27. 
This brings us to consider the bearing of these' and other facts 
heretofore presented, upon ~the national'::: welfare .-- No reflecting 
mind, we apprehend, will be qisposed to question; the truth of 
~e citation' at th(beginning: ()f this article, that "the' character 
and conduct of theJndividual is only the expressitm ~f Itis ~dtJ~4Iion 
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t"n £Is last result, and that,/ar more, zs the ttatt"onal conduct the ex-
pression or result 0/ natt"onal educatt"o1Z." The same truth may be 
formulated in. the sentence that the characters 0/ men and 0/ nations 
able are what tluir education makes tlmn. Whatsoever, therefore, 
you would have a nation become, that you must make it become 
through the moulding power of education. As the child is father 
of the man, so the men and women may be said to be 
the parents of the nation . . Here is the key to all true and 
far-reaching statesmanship. We have no right to expect a united 
and homogeneous people, without a system of homogeneous edu-
cation universally diffused. With forty -five per cent. of illiteracy 
at the South, and ninety-three per cent. of intelligence, in its 
various grades, ~t the North, we have no good reason to look for 
universal liberty, equality, and fraternity in the nation. With a 
strong party in the South opposed to. common schools, there is 
no hope of any relief from the burden of ignorance which op-
presses both herself and the nation, unless the nation s.hall itself 
grapple with the problem and practica.ly enforce its cardinal 
principle that since all mm have a riglet to freedom, so a1l1ltm 
have a n'gh! to be educated in order that that freedom may be, by 
them, enjoyed_ In equal educational advantages for all, is 
involved the problem of equal rights and equal protection for all, 
as well' as of that unity of sentiment, purpose, and aspiration 
among the people, which is to be the strength, the salvation, and 
the glory of the republic. 
======= 
One of the first transactions of the Michigan Legislature, now 
in session, was to listen to a memorial from the National Board 
of Trade, setting forth that there are in the United States large 
numbers of youths who would be glad to secure a thorough knowl-
edge of the mechanical arts j that they are debarred from that 
privilege owing to the well-known regulations of trades-unions 
as to the percentage of apprentices to journeymen, who claim 
the right of dictating to employers j and that this is done while 
all branches of mechanics are largely supplied with incompetent 
workmen_ The memorialists therefore pray that the subject be 
referred to an appropriate committee where it will receive such 
consideration as its importance demands, and suggest that pro-
vision be made for the establishment of art and science schools 
where' workingmen and their children may receive such technical 
instruction as will iI:Qprove and create skilled labor. The memo-
rial was referred to the committees on education, and we hope it 
will be heard from again . W 
A plan is on foot, headed, as we understand, by W. L. B. Jen-
ney, ofthis city, Professor of Architecture in Michigan University, 
to make a scientific expedition round the world. It is proposed 
to charter a first-class steamship, fit it up for study aJ,1d work, en-
gage a scientific corps, and then take students for the trip. These 
will be drilled in military style, trained in naval discipline, given 
extraordinary opportuties for study and exploration, and expected 
to do their own fighting should occasion offer. The expedition 
will start from New York next July, to be gone two years. . Stu-
dents who desire to go should address Prof. Jenney. W. 
The latest exhibition of medical bigotry is on the part of the 
medical faculty of Bowdoin College. Dr. A. B. 'Palmer and 
Prof. Burt G. Wilder, lecturers at this college, and also at Mich-
igan University, have been notified that they must sever their 
connection with the latter institution, or be thoroughly proscribed 
at the former. The reason is that a homreopathic school is nott 
attached to the University. For shame! When will the medi-
cal men (H re~lars") become moderni2:ed and liberali2:ed? W. 
Several numbers of the Metn'c Bulletin have been placed upon 
our table. This publication is the official journal of the Metric 
Bureau, of Boston, Mass. Its objects are "to disseminate in-
fo~mati.on concerning the metric system j to urge its early adop-
tion, and to bring about actual introductions of the system 
wherever practicable. " . That this system of weights and meas-
ures must eventually supersede the present cumbersome, illogical, 
and unwieldy method does not admit of a doubt. What the 
decimal system has done for our currency, the metric must do for 
our measures of length, weight, and capacity. In view of the 
time to be saved in the mastery of the system in our schools, and 
of the simplicity it must introduce into ordinary commercial 
transactions, we believe it to be the duty of all classes to urge its 
general adoption in business as well as its introduction into our 
school courses. We shall hereafter recur to this subject fre-
quently, believing that in the earnest advocacy of its claims, we 
shall be helping forward one of the most beneficial reforms of the 
day. 
LEGISLATION RUN MAD. 
THERE is now before the Legislature of Michigan one of t~e most infamous schemes for securing a monopoly, which 
could well be devised. It is nothing less than a ' plan to throw 
the entire school-book trade of the state into the hands of the 
two or three publishing houses which will pay the most for it, or 
which can maneuvre the most sharply. We refer to Senate Bill 
No. 26, "A Bill to provide for a uniformity of text-books in 
pri mary and graded schools. " 
This bill provides, first, that prior to Jan. I, 1878, the State 
Board of Education shall decide what text-books shall be used in 
all primary and graded schools in the state j second, that they 
shall make a contract with the publishers of these books to supply 
the state j tMrd, that after Jan. I, 1878, "Any member of a 
district board, superintendent, or teacher, who shall purchase for 
any school, or cause to be purchase4, or who shall permit the 
use of any school book other than contracted for and purchased 
as provided for in this act, shall be pUllished by a fine of not less 
than five dollars and not exceeding one hundred dollars." 
We can think of but two things which can be urged in favor 
of this bill-especially as in preference to a plan for township 
uniformity, viz: that it will save a trifling expense to such fami-
lies as may move from one township in t~ state to another, and 
that, by buying in the way proposed, books can be obtained 
at lower rates. On the other hand there . are numerous and 
weighty-insuperable objections to it. And first of all, flO SUcll 
law can possibly be executed. It is so thoroug:1ly absurd that when 
put to practical working it must fail. How absurd to suppose 
that the State Board 0/ Educa#on, consisting of three men elected 
to manage the State Normal School ( this is the sole business of 
'this body) can judge better what text-books are adapted to the 
graded schools of Detroit, Grand Rapids, East Saginaw, Ann 
Arbor, Kalamazoo, etc., than can the local authorities j or that 
there is " a ghost of a chance" of making these schools adopt 
such text-books as may be thus selected. In fact, the work which 
these schools have to do is so diverse that the books which may 
be essential to success in one are most ill ac\apted to another. 
Nor will the putting of several text-books on the same subject 
upon the schedule relieve the matter j this does not secure" uni-
formity," but nullifies the law in its execution. 
Again, this scheme creates a large class of natural enemies to it, 
which can not fail to destroy it. These are th~ local book deal-
ers, all publishers whose books are not in the list, the teachers, 
• 
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and all graded schools. That the great majority of teachers will 
oppose it no one with common sense or common honesty, it 
would seem, could question. Observe that any schedule which 
might be adopted would have upon it more or less books which 
would be obnoxious to any particular teacher,-in other words, 
no teacher in the state who had any independent, intelligent 
judgment, would be satisfied with the list of text-books thrust 
upon him. The writer of this has consulted with the half dozen 
leading teachers in the state whom he has chanced to meet since 
he saw the bill, and everyone of them considers the measure in 
the light here presented. 
But where does the bill con~ from? Have the legislators 
been overwhelmed with petitions asking for it? Have the teach-
ers and educators of the state been clamoring for it? Where 
did so much wisdom and philanthropy originate? All convers-
ant with such movements know well enough where, and the 
practical working of such a law would soon show why. Indeed, 
the history of similar measures in other states has already shown 
who the interested parties are. We commend to these legislators 
the experience of Vermont and Minnesota. We do not say that 
the State Board of Michigan is not immaculate; 'but we do say 
that no such Board, in any state, could discharge the duties im-
posed by this law without being accused of bargaining and cor-
ruption, nor without a large part of the citizens being convinced 
that the charges were true. To the truth of this statement the 
states referred to afford abundant evidence. 
Finally, who is the natural prosecutor of the violators of this 
law? Certainly the penalty clause is sweeping enough : "Any 
member of a district board, (any) superintendent or teacher 
who shall purchase, or cause to bel"purchased, or who shall 
permit the use of any school book other than contracted for 
and purchased as provided in this act, shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than five nor more than one! hundred dollars." 
Of course the natural prosecutor is some one interested in pro=-
tecting the monopoly. But let there be a few prosecutions of 
this sort instigated directly, or indirectly, by any publishing 
house, or let the opinion prevail, to any considerable extent, that 
any house was disposed to use such means to secure its" job," 
and the books of that house would fall into utter detestation; 
and, if there was any foundation for such an impression, the 
detestation would be richly merited. O. 
SELECTION OF TEXT-BOOKS. 
OUR graded schools are the m~ural agencies for determining the questIOn of the text-books to be used in the schools of 
their vicinity. These schools are tinder the management of the 
best qualified and most experienced teachers, and are the best 
representatives of the educational intelligence of the city. 
Moreover, these schools have an influence which of itself ~ , 
commends the text-books used in them to their respective vicin-
ages. Then, again , pupils from the surrounding districts are 
constantly coming in to the central schpols, and the advantages 
to theul of having been trained in their home school in the same 
books which they find in the graded school, as well as the fact 
that they will not have to purchase new text-books on the sub-
jects which they have not finished in their old ones, are consid-
erations which commend this method. 
Wherever the township system is in operation, uniformity 
throughout the schools of a township becomes practicable. In 
such a territory there will not be more than one graded school 
of commanding influence; but in a county there may be several. 
'Township uniformity is every way feasible and desirable; but 
the practicability of even county uniformity is questionable. 
A law to establish county uniformity of text-books was enacted 
in Ohio, prior to 1850, and could not be enforced. After a 
lapse of only two years it was repealed, and the present township 
law enacted, which has now been in satisfactory operation about 
eighteen years. These township boards in Ohio comprise the 
township clerk, and one local director from each school district. 
It is bdieved that to secure the exclusive school book patronage 
of so large a territory as a whole county, for a fixed term of five 
years, would be such an object to competing publishers that the 
members of the county boards, however honest and discreet, 
would be unable to avoid suspicion: O. 
ANCIENT VS. MODERN LANGUAGES. I. 
0, S. WESTCOTT, Chicago. 
THE remark is frequently made that nothing but a critical study of the dead languages will fit a person for the proper understanding of our English 
vernacular. It IS one object of the writer to show that this sweeping claim has 
too little foundation in either fact or reason, and such being the case, that the 
undue amount of time usually given to the pursuit of the Greek and the Latin 
languages should be curtailed to more reasonable proportions, and that the 
time now allotted to the German, ' the French, and other modern languages 
should be correspondingly increased. 
Further it is believed that a large measure of responsibility for the standard 
belief in almost unlimited amounts of time for equally unlimited amounts of 
Latin and Greek, compared with possibly from twenty to thirty-six weeks of 
French or German, is fairly attributable to the unphilosophical modes of present-
ing living languages as though they were dead, atld thus unnecessarily creating 
in the mind of the student a distaste which only years can eradicate. By the 
standard mode, to be sure, such a knowledge of a language may be acquired, as 
will enable one by strenuous efforts and with the constant aid of both grammar and 
dictionary to pick out something which remotely resembles the meaning of a 
foreign author, but such a knowledge as really puts one ffl rapport 
with the language itself, or with those accustomed to its use, the student by 
this process acquires-never. It shall then be a second design of the writer 
to briefly elucidate in a succeeding paper, what is believed to be the \ only 
rational method of presenting modern languages to the learner; a method 
which not only accomplishes the object aimed at but never attained by the 
common met~od, viz., a thoughtful familarity with the real genius of the lan-
guage and those who employ it as a means of, communication, but also brings 
about a result rarely or never even contemplated by the old plan, viz., that the 
student shan be ablt to express himself fluently, vigorously, and intelligibly in 
the language of his adoption. 
What then are the claims of the ancient classics to the prominent, nay fore-
most position which they continue to hold in the course of study as pursued 
at our best colleges and high schools? The unanimous opinion of the most 
competent judges of the mattcr appears to be that the study of the ancient 
languages accomplishes for the student : 
I. A familiarity with the exalted type of Greek and Roman civilization and 
high art. 2: The acquisition of such a discipline of mind as fits the student always 
afterward more readily to grasp ~ld more easily to retain anything in the 
vast range of human research to which he may be inclined to turn his 
attention. 
3. A familiarity with the significance of the roots of the vast numbers of ' 
words in our vernacular which have been wisely or unwisely culled from the 
store-house of the ancients. The first of these somewhat specious pleas may be 
answered with a word, viz., that ancient art and civilization are for the con 
sideration of thc English or American student now well presented , in an Eng-
lish dress, and the toilsome and rugged road which alone has heretofore led to 
the accomplishment of this design need surely be no longer trodden. The 
second consideration demands thoughtful attention. Imprimis, everything is 
willingly admitted which the strongest adherents to our classical courses can 
possibly say in their behalf, so long as they refrain from invidious comparison. 
Nay, we will go even farther. We will admit that, so far as our experience is 
concerned, two years' study of Latin as against two years' study of German has 
always heretofore resulted in so wide a variation of scholastic ability, that 
shrewd educators can easily separate the Latins from the Germans, by bearing 
them recite four weeks in any branch of mathematics, and with no more than 
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from three to five per cent. against their judgment as allowance for excep-
tional cases. We do not at this point propose to inquire why this is so, but 
state it simply as a fact and recur to it further on. We make the statement 
only to give possible opponents all the advantage that present methods may 
warrant, believing that their own judgment in the matter will all the more 
JOIldly call for reform. Why is it assumed without investigation, that the 
German does not have within it such germs of disciplinary power as are 
at once admitted for the Latin? May it not be that the instructor himself 
fails properly to appreciate or deftly to handle the modem language by reason 
of his own neglect of the same for the undue cultivation of the other? Why 
sbould there be so much hidden virtue in tbe variations of the Latin third de-
clension of nouns, or in the ramifications of the conjugations of the Greek 
verbs, while ill the inflections of the corresponding parts of speech in German, 
no such subtle force is found? Surely such a belief is paralleled only by the 
superstitious belief in the subtle influence transferred from the sword-hilt of 
story to the mythical hero, who should thereby invariably conquer his unwit-
ting opponent, unblest with the miraculous gift of the Norse gods. 
But, further, what shall be said of the familiarity with the numerous roots 
in our multiform language, which plainly point to a Greek or a Latin origin? 
Granted that a knowledge of their significance is essential to a proper appre-
ciation of our numerous English derivatives therefrom, and will it be said 
that' other derivatives are of less importance? When our best authorities 
assent without contradiction that three-fifths of our English roots are from 
" Platt IJMsch" surely there is no reason ,in the eternal fitness of things, or 
from pure democratic principles why the three-fifths should yield to a fraction 
of the two- fifths. 
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE AND TARDINESS IN SCHOOL. 
G. P. P EDDICORD, Walnut, Illinois. 
AMONG the evils that may be connected with a school there are none greater than that of irregular attendance. The effects of this evil are 
not only felt by the school as a whole, but extend, in a still greater degree, to 
the individual pupil. We are sure that much of the irregular attendance in 
0111 schools is caused by the misunderstmding of its evil effects on the part of 
many who have a large control of the matter. In consequence of this fact, 
many pupils are absent from school through an indifferent view of the results. 
Parents are often to blame for the backwardness of their children in school, 
and it is not to be wondered at that sometimes pupils fail to keep tbeir places 
in the class. Experience shows that the most of those pupils who are degraded 
or put into lower classes, are put there through the elJects of irregular attend-
ance. A chain having a link lost may be patched and put together in some 
way; but where the lost link should be there win always be found a weak 
spot. So it is with the pupil who is absent a day here al)od a day there: he 
has lost a link in the chain of reasoning that must be kept up from lesson to 
lesson; he is conscious of weak places in his recltations. The loss of one or 
two recitations might be remedied, to a certain extent, by extra exertions on 
the part of the pupil; and yet he is lower. He loses the enthusiasm that a 
class gives him, from not being present to recite with them. In almost all 
classes there are new thoughts and Ideas developed in the recitations. He 
lOSe<; these. The pupil who is absent several days in a month, losing a num-
ber of recitations, becomes hopelessly discouraged eventually, unless he be of 
an unnsually hopeful disposition. Soon all is darkness and blank. He doesn't 
see why "this is so" or "that is so." He says, "I don't remember reciting 
on this before." No, my boy, you were absent when the class recited on that 
subject. 
What is to be done? The teacher cannot take the time of the whole class 
to clear the boy's mind of this seemingly mysterious subject. Th.e good of 
the majority is the object for which the teacher must work. No, the pupil 
must do the best he can, and in ninety-nine cases ont of every hundred he 
will not be able to regain his footing in the class. The result is, he soon loses 
all his interest in his studies. The time which should be spent in preparing 
his lessons is spent in idleness or in mischief. We admit that there are times, 
possibly, when it seems necessary to keep a pupil from school a day or two. 
In cases of sickness it is always necessary. It is not policy to have pupils 
attend school at the risk of health. Buf are there not often times that 
II Johnny" is kept home for this little thing and that little thing, when it 
would be better for all concerned that he should be in school? It is c01tvm· 
im/, we know, to keep" Johnny" at home to do this and that, hut think what 
evils are entailed upon him, when, by a very little inconvenience and effort, he 
might be a happy boy-in school, keeping pace with his wide-awake classmates. 
What is the inBuence of such a pupil on the school? It can hardly be 
told. He exerts an influence that permeates the whole school; even the very 
best pupils, those on whom the teacher most relies, are often led to do things 
very foreign to their usual conduct. Time that should be given to those pupils 
who are striving to do right, must be given to these victims of injudiciousness 
and thonghtlessness. In such cases what should be done? Many school 
boards adopt the rule that so many unexcused absences subject the pupil to 
suspension; said pupil to be re-admitted only on the promise of the parent 
that he shall be prompt and regular in the future; but this measnre is not now 
available to the teacher, as two of our leading Illinois judges have decided 
that a pupil can not be suspended for irregular attendance. A number of 
leading schools have adopted the following, and the writer has found it by 
experience to be next to suspension rule in effect: "Every pupil in the High 
School who shall be absent four hal,j days, and in the Grammar and Inter. 
mediate schools who shall be absent six half days, and in the Primary schools 
who shall be absent ~ight half days, in four consecutive weeks, without an 
excuse from the parent or guardian, given either in person or by written note, 
satisfying the teacher that the absences were caused by sickness or other satis-
factory cause, shall be reported to the Superintendent for a special examina-
tion, to determine whether the irregular attendance has so affected his stand-
ing in the class to which he belongs as to make his transfer to a lower class 
necessary." 
Tardiness is scarcely less an evil than irregular attendance. It begets in 
the pupil a habit of being behind. A pupil who continues to be tardy is 
usually found behind in his whole school work. He seems to feel that his 
place. His ambition to achieve success is like that of Shawondasee, in Long-
fellow's poems, who wishes to win the idol of his heart, but by reason of his 
laziness, and being behind, his prize was gained by Kabibonokka the prompt. 
In conclusion, we would say that there is no power so potent for these evils 
as the united efforts of the parents and teachers. 
EVERY DAY ASTRONOMY. 
PROF. L. F. M. EASTERDAY. Carthage College, Ill. 
... 
A LITTLE learning is sometimes a dangerous thing. Not unfrequently do we find persons pronouncing with great assurance upon the correct-
ness of a proposition, which, unhappily, a more careful investigation clearly 
proves to be absolutely false, and its adoption to be most disastrous. Hence 
it is that we all, as students and educators, should strive early and most ear-
nestly, to learn to know that we don't know what we don' t know. 
The matter especially in mind at this time, Mr. Editor, is the fourth of the 
questions in Astronomy, ;s presented to the candidates for state< certificate at 
the examination in August last, held in our own state of Illinois. The follow-
ing is the question to which reference is made: 
,. Does the local time of the rising and the setting of the sun, on a given 
day, depend upon the latitude, or upon the longitude, of the location of the 
observer ?" 
I am persuaded that it wonld not be safe for me to assert, thus publicly, that 
all those who answer in favor of the longitude possess only a " little learning," 
astronomically. The impending da~er, however, you know, Mr. Editor, 
would largely grow out of the magnitude of the confronting army. 
That the local time of the rising and the setting of the sun, on a given day, 
depends upon the latitude, and not upon the longitude, of the location of the 
observe!:, is most certainly true. In various ways, too, this proposition may be 
made clear. 
The simple mathematical eqnation, by which is determined the angular dis. 
tance between ilie sun at the rising or setting, and what is known as the six 
o' clock hour circle, is the following: Sine of the arc=tangent of sun's decli-
nation multiplied by tangent of latitude of the observer. 
The factors figuring, then, al'e simply and solely the latitude of the observer 
and the declination of the sun. Not only does the longitude of the obsen·er 
not enter into the computation, but, the sun's declination being sensibly fixed 
by the giving of the day, the latitude of the observer is the variable upon which 
~one depend the times of the rising and the setting of the sun on any give? 
day of the year. 
It may be noted that the declination of the sun is not precisely the same 
when it rises at Greenwich as when it rises at a point in Illinois; but the dif-
ference is altogether less ilian that between the declinations at two successive 
risings at nny given point. Consequently, at no two points upon the same par-
allel of latitude can the times of rising and setting of the sun, upon any day of 
the year, differ by as much as they differ at the same point upon two successive 
days at this same time of year. 
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It may be noticed, too, from the general equation that, when the latitude is 
0, whatever be the sun's decliriation,-or when the declination is 0 , whatever 
be the latitude of the observer-the correction to be made to six o'clock is 0. 
Also, it is true that, the latitude of the observer being north, if the declination 
is north, the correction must be subtracted from six o'clock for the time of 
the rising, and added to the time of the setting of the sun; but, if the declina· 
tion is south, the reverse of this must be effected. 
Again, apart from a mathematical investigation, it is clear that the sun con-
stantly shines upon one-half the surface of the earth, and that this half always 
includes precisely one-half the equator . . The fractional part of a parallel of 
latitude that is illuminated depends upon the declination of the sun. If the 
declination of the sun is 0, one-half of every parallel will be in light, and one-
half in darkness. If the declination is north, more than half of each parallel in 
the northern hemisphere will be in light, and less than half of each in the south-
ern. If the decimation is south, the reverse will hold. The amount by which 
this fractional part differs from one-half upon any given day, depends alone 
upon the dista~ce of the parallel from the equator. Now, the same fractional 
part of 24 hours that the illuminated part of any parallel is of the whole circle 
furnishes the length of time from sunrise to sunset, as it appears to an ob-
ser·ver located at any point of that parallel. The times of the rising ~and the 
setting of the sun depending upon the relative lengths of day and night, it 
becomes evident that they do not depend upon the longitude of the observer; 
but, the declination of the sun being given, that they do depend alone-upon his 
latitude. -
All who would answer the above question in favor of the longitude, and 
their name is Legion, would of course, in consulting an almanac for the time 
of the sun's rising upon a given day, promptly seek the column computed for 
a point whose longitude is nearest their own, whether that point be near the 
equator or near the pole. If that point should be at the equator, they would 
discover their sun to be rising ever at six o'clock, even from December to June. 
We would insist upon each making use of that column which was computed 
for a point whose latitude is nearest his own, whether that point be in the new 
world or in the old. 
After all, it is not so very .strange that this mistake is frequently made; for 
in our discussions of" Longitude and Time," we become familiar with the 
statement that, the farther to the west a point is, the earlier the time at that 
point. In such discussion, however, we compare local times as they are noted 
at the same instant of absolute time at two places differing in longitude. That 
the SUI} cannot rise at two separate points· upon a gi ven parallel at the same in-
stant of absolute time, is evident to all. 
Pursuing this mistaken idea, we would be led to conclude that, at ·aU points 
upon the meridian 90 degrees west of Greenwich, which passes through Illi-
nois, the sun would seem to rise six hours earlier than at Greenwich. Now, 
since the sun, during hal f the year, rises before six o'clock at Greenwich, duro 
inz the same half year it would unhappily rise upon the happy shl1nberers of 
lllinois before the time usually designated as midnight! For men to be aroused 
frum their slumbers six hours before the time, and for women to be required 
to ring the dinner-bell six hours before twelve o'clock, you will agree, Mr. 
Editor, would he disastrous! 
After receiving a response from Springfield, I will hope to indicate the ratio 
. existing- between the correct and the incorrect answers to this question, as given 
by the candidates for state certificate, to whom it was submitted. 
" THE CHILD IS FATHER TO THE MAN." 
Prof. JOHN OGDEN, Worthington, Ohio. 
WHATEVER, therefore, we would have appent: in the man, w.e must cultivate in the child. Whatever is lived in the child-life, is only 
enlarged, intensified, utilized, it may be, in the man-life. Whatever the indi-
vidu~l man is, .that will the aggregate man be; and whatever the aggregate 
man IS, that WIll the state be. Society is what this blending of individual 
peculiarities makes it. It is the sum total of mdividual characteristics, good 
and. bad, combining in every conceivable proportion, and lending every 
imaginable hue to the compound. This compound is the result of all ante-
cedent influences, and constitutes the controlling force in society. 
The world to·day is governed, so far at least as human agencies are con-
cerned in it, by the subtle forces, begotten, and nurtured, and wielded in 
early childhood. All subsequent acts and agencies are tinged by them, as the 
rose is tinted by the sun-light, or by the soil that nourishes it. The great 
political complications which to·day are distracting this nation and testing its 
ability fot self government, have had their origin in influences, operative two 
hundred years ago. But where justice lingers long, her reckonings are m(\~ 
fearful. Silently have these influences been storing away the fuel that is now ' 
feeding the fires of civil strife; and well will it be for us, if we can command 
moral force enough to rise above our selfishness. 
Influen·ces are ever operative, but they do not move backward. Their course 
is ever forward. Active agencies spring only from the past, and the living 
present is the field in which they display themselves. They are born as occa-
sion begets them. They come seemingly by chance; but they depart not thus. 
They go on eternally into the future; never backward into the past. The 
past is the dead past. It can be remembered, but never revised. " What is 
written, is written," beyond recall, in our individual lives, as cert~in, as unalter-
able as the unintentional truth, written by Pilate on the Cross of Jesus. 
What if influence, begotten by our acts, or words, or thoughts, passes 
instantly and irrevocably beyond us, on to the near future, to beget others in their 
turn; so that our whole lives, and the lives of all that shall live after us, as 
well as all that have lived before us, are but the several reflections, the results 
of antecedent causes, which go on continually repeating tJiemselves, till they 
shade off into the infinite and the unknown. 
The lives and souls of our children, therefore, are but the receptacles of our 
acts and influences, the garners of our thoughts, the dispensers of our charities 
or fail ings, by which they themselves are nourished or hindered; and then 
these influences are hanaed on to others, and these, again, to others still. 
The generations, therefore, following us, will be, largely, what we make 
them. Upon us rest the duties and responsibilities; and we cannot escape 
them if we would. No truth is, perhaps, more generaliy admitted theoretically, 
or more universally neglected practically than this one-the potmcy of early 
itzjlumce. We are inconsistent in nothing else so much as with ourselves. 
We seem to 'forget that we ever were young. It may be that in our haste to 
grasp the present, and to reach the future, we forget our own experience, 
our own youth, its struggles, its trials, its failures, its conquests; our past, its 
spontaneities and possibilities; the past with all its progress and potency; the 
past, not as mere fact or history, but antecedent power; the inevitable and 
unerring ideas, index. to the future; whether of life or fortune, failure or success. 
In brief, our present is but the mirror that reflects our past; our future, as it 
unravels into the present, wil1 be what these multiplied reflectIOns make it; 
our whole, a chain, unbroken till the last link, the child of all the preceding 
ones, which, snapped, lands us beyond mortal ken, into the spirit land; there 
to resume our existence as God appoints. 
THE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF BOSTON. 
I SUPPOSE t~at I shall lo.se none of my reputation for veracity by asserting that there IS such a cIty as Boston. At any rate the assertion shall be 
made. It is to me an undoubted fact. I have been there; have wandered 
through its tortuous windings called streets; have traveled steadily in the 
same direction for fifteen minutes, and have then fonnd myself just where I 
started. All this and more. I have seen the Moody Tabernacle (where the 
people say Moody must beat anything he has. ever done elsewhere), have heard 
Rev. J . Cook, have followed him, to use a Boston phrase, "through the laby-
rinthine slUuosities of metaphysical discussion," and, and-but that phrase 
has bothered me; I did know what I was to write. but now I am going over 
these words in as dazed a manner as Mark Twain in his famous" Punch Bro-
thers." -
Those who have heard of Boston know that she has a school system, and 
that t~e said system. is s~ accurate and so nicely arranged that a boy or girl 
once lU the hopper IS, wlthont effort, ground over, mixed up in a more scien-
tifi c way, baked" to a nicety," as cooks say, and turned out a finished scholar. 
There is nothing like it. The machinery is so well adjusted that no effort is 
needed on the part of teacher or pupi l. You have seen the Elgin w;tch fac-
tory? Well, there is nothing more like this system-unless it be.the Waltham 
~atch factory, whi~h, being 1uarer Boston, is of course a: little nearer perfec-
tion. :rhe steam IS let on. The maChinery begins to move. The Superin-
tendent, Supervisors, teacher, et a/., sit quietly by as the different parts are 
made and applied. These parts are passed from one room to another, and 
from one sch.ool to another, until the " Bit of Parchment" is clapped on and 
the graduate is as ready to go out into practical work, and struggle and fail, 
a~d struggle again, as anyone who has gone before. 
Of course, in your imagination you hear the whiz and buzz of the monster 
machine, as the work goes on, but here you are mistaken. The machinery is 
well greased. Boston has been quite economical in many respects, but when 
it came to her schools she said, "They are worth all we pay;" and so it ha _ 
pened that the salaries remained in statu quo. p 
First in this system comes the School Board, which formerly consisted of 
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126 members; elected by wards, but has now been reduced to 24, who 
are chosen by vote from any part of the city. The old Board was 
unwieldy, and less care was taken to have all good men. As at present con-
stituted, the Board is an honor to Boston. No City can boast of a School 
Board composed of better men and women, and when I say" better" I mean 
better fitted to run the schools, and more honest and conscientious in the per-
formance of duty. 
Next to tht: Board stands J. D. Philbrick, Superintendent. Salary, $4,500. 
He i- an able man, but just now no one seems to know what his duties are, 
for after him, " equal but not like," come six Supervisors, at salaries aggregat-
ing $24,<XlO, whose pay you see is as delightfully definite as their duties are 
indefinite. 
Mr. Philbrick, you remember, was for nearly eighteen years the real head 
of the Boston schools. After his resignat ion, the powers that be determined 
to let the machinery run on of itself for awhile, which it did without much 
injury, until Mr. Philbrick again became a candidate for the "work and 
wages." Superintendent Harris, of St. Louis, wa~ nominated for the position 
by the opponents of Mr. Philbrick, but promptly withdrew his name, and Mr. 
Philbrick was declared elected. "Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown ." 
Scarcely was the crown won and worn when the thorns became apparent. 
The duties assigned the Superintendent did not, in all respects, harmonize 
with the duties of the Supervisors, and, in a communication to the Board, Mr. 
Philbrick complained that he was not pr<;>perly supported by the Supervisors, 
while the Supervisors, in turn, seemed to think that the fault was in Mr. Phil-
brick. Something must be done, and the Board appointed a committee to 
define said duties. A majority report favored one thing, viz., that matters 
should remain as they were, only more so; while the minority would rather 
increase the power of the Superintendent, and diminish, correspondingly, that 
of the Supervisors. 
Yonr correspondent, during his brief stay in Boston, was unable to learn 
whether it was determined to have the" dog waggle the tailor the tail the 
dog," but he is happy to state that the six Supervisors and the Superintendent 
still continue, with remarkable regularity, to draw their respective salaries, and 
that, excepting during vacation, and on very stormy days, ' the schools move on 
t?e even tenor of their way. The only thing definitely settled-besides the 
salaries-is, " that neither the Superintendent nor Supervisors have any author-
ity over teacher~." They can advise; "Only this and nothing more." 
Undoubtedly it was the design of the framers of the present system to choose 
one man who should be really the head of the Boston schools, while the 
Supervisors would become Assistant Superintendents. The charter does not 
quite carry out this plan. Under it the six SlJpervisors and the Superintendent 
constitute a " Board of Suggestors," of which the Superintendent is chairman 
and executive officer. This Board will meet, pr<?pose, discuss, and agree 
upon plans for the good of the schools, which pians will be carried o.ut about 
as such plans usually are. In fact, as I understand the present purpose of the 
School Board, it is intended to have this Board of seven act unitedly as a sin-
gle Superintendent. 
. None of these have special departments. There are, however, fourteen 
supervisors, and special teachers in Music and Drawing, at an aggregate salary 
of $39,600. 
The Grammar Masters do little actual teaching, but supervise all the grades 
in their district. Adli a few supervisors or special teachers of gymnastics, 
sewing, etc., and my article on Supervision in the Boston Schools is complete. 
S. 
THE USE OF FAILURE. _ 
EVA C. KINNEY, Whitewater, Wisconsin. 
No matter how carefully we may plan, how cautiously exercise, or how circumspectly regard possibilities; no matter how earnest, persevering, 
or plucky we may be in attempting or carrying out designs, failure from some 
unforeseen or unavoidable source may yet attend us in any path in life. The 
carpenter builds his house strongly, and the fire consumes it, He builds it 
fire-proof, and a flood destroys it, an earthquake shatters it, or a tornado 
sweeps it away. The farmer sows his seed in well prepared ground, culti -
vates the soil aronnd it, watches and guards the tender young shoot ·, uproots 
the thdrns and the weeds, patiently performs each task required to bring forth 
the desired result, and what then? The drought, the grasshopper, the chinch-
bug rob him of his reward. The merchant bnys goods. The fa~hion changes 
and leaves them on his hands. The author writes his book, and after a year's 
hard labor he finds he is one month too late, a more fortunate man has preceded 
him on the same subject, and his book find; no sale. The mechanic hoards 
his savings only to have them swept away in some great financial crash. 
As it is with men, so it is with nations. The wisest of statesmen cannot 
save them from wars, rebellions, and anarchy. There is no human law so 
perfect that the offender does not sometimes escape and an innocent man suffer 
in his stead. 
In all human undertakings there are defects. All human power lacks om · 
nipotence. All human knowledge lacks omniscience. 
From the lips of the experienced these facts are continually dropping 
as long-accepted axioms, and the young echo them without thought. But when 
some startling and unexpected failure of a favori te scheme brings these facts 
home to our experience; when we find ourselves suddenly thrown out of a 
long trodden path we judged secure; when the object for which we are plan-
ning, hoping, waiting, working, suddenly takes flight, vanishes into thin ~r, or 
proves itself to be but chaff where we had sought wheat, when an earthquake 
shock shatters the results of all our patien t toiling, and strews the ground with 
the ruins, then it is that keen disappointment takes possession of our hearts, 
and we feel that it is folly to hope, to plan, or to work. 
Such moments oftentimes come to the teacher. He is sure that his,scheme 
was just, his plan wise, his aim sure, yet he has failed, and bitterly he mourns. 
Engrossed with love for his pupils, filled witli thoughts of their future, anxious 
to see them develop into pure and noble manho09. and womanhood, he is 
suddenly aroused to the fact that his motives have been misconstrued, the 
truth misapprehended or perverted. Ambitious parents qr over-zealous friends 
have put forth a hand at an inopportune moment and paralyzed his efforts. 
Or perchance a sudden change of fickle public opinion throws him out of his 
place just as a great result was to have been achieved. 
. Then the discouraged one looks about and sees failure everywhere. Half 
the buds of spring wither ere they bloom. The fairest of summer's flowers 
bring forth no fruit. The most promising child sinks in dissipation ere he 
becomes a man. Nothing fulfills its promise, and for the time being it seems 
as though it would be better to give up high ideals, noble aspirations, and pnre 
aims, and join the general scramble after money, fame, and powllr. 
But hold! have all these failures no use? Are there not some plants which 
must needs be transplanted before they come to full fruition? And what are 
we but plants placed here to develop to our utmost? Failure! it is a spade, 
sharp, keen-edged perhaps, thrust down through the crust of self-confidence 
and complacency, breaking up the egotism and the ielfishness. 
Failure stunts one's growth! If the plant be a healthy plant, it will enrich and 
increase it. Failure is the finger;of God pointing to a new and broader path, the 
Rash of lightning showing a misstep in the dark. Great things have been accom-
plished, great battles fought, great victories won, great objects achieved . 
Still greater things have been attempted and defeated. Greater vi ctories 
dreamed, greater objects only projected. Great heroes have lived and greater 
ones died unhonored and unknown. But have they lived, and dreamed, and 
hoped, in vain? Who shall say? Some buds must wither, some blossoms 
fade, some fruit decay. But as they fall, do they not help enrich the soil for 
the benefit of the tree? The world looks only at success, but who can say 
that the thought of one man is not bequeathed to another who comes after ? 
There are no waste forces in nature. Turn a wheel swiftly for some time 
and then stop it, and the force which was used to generate mechanical motion 
is instantly converted into heat, electricity, etc. So that power of the mind 
which accomplishes nothing visible, may wield a more potent power when 
invisible. We do not know that ever a noble thing has been accomplished, or 
a brave act performed that had not already been dreamed or planned by some 
soul whose life had seeme.d a pitiful failure. And who would take the failures 
out of his life? Who can tell the grand temples that may be reared upon 
ruins? . Who dare say that an ignominious failure may not in the end prove 
the grandest success ? 
It is the use, the uu we make of failures which makes them to us the great-
est of misfortunes or the most profitable lessons. Our duty is to grow strong 
ard good. Why should we be disheartened if life does bring to us more rain 
than sunshine, when perhaps the rain is better for our growth ? 
The pond lily thrives best in mud and water. If one were born to be a 
pond lily, would he wish to change his lot for that of a sunflower ? 
LAKE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL. 
THE Lake View High School was organized in May, 1874, and has been under the charge of Prof. A. F. Nightingale since its establishment. 
It is one of the most thorough high schools of the state, as is partially attested 
by the follo\ving questions used in a recent examination in Latin, in a class 
which had pursued the language less than two years and a half. The ques-
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tions marked IV, V, VI, VII, VIn were the questions used in Latin Gram-
mar for admission to Yale College in September, 1876_ The class consisted of 
seven members, five girls and two boys, all preparing for co llege_ 
. As the Yale Col1ege questions cover the entire grammar, the class had had 
no special preparation for this particular examination. They had read only 
. H arkness' Latin Reader, and nearly five books of the .lEneid. With very few 
exceptions, two of the class-Miss Emma Mesel'lle and Laura Hil1s- answered. 
the questions perfectly, and all the others passed a very creditable examin -
ation. 
THE QUESTIONS. 
I. Translate .lEneid, Book v, lines 90-100, inclusive. 
" I lle agmine 101lgo 
Tandem illter pateras et levia p ornla serpells 
L ibavitque dapes, rursusque imlOxius i1ll0 
Successit tumulo et depasta alta ria liquit. 
H oc magis i1lceptos genito"e illstmn-at h01zores, 
Incertlls, Geniu1ll"e loci famultmme pare1ztis 
E sse putet; ca:dit biuas de more bidmtes 
Totque sues totidemque "igrautes te'-ga juvmcos. 
Vinaque jzmdebat pateris, a1Zimalllque vocabat 
A nch;sa: magu; Manesque Acheronte remissos." 
Decline sues; Classify loci, and give reason for classification; Classify 
bi,zas,. Compare imo,. What kind of a verb is obstupui!? Explain in full and 
give the principal parts. 
II. State the formationooof the following words, giving the primitive in 
each case with its meaning, the meaning of the suffix and that of the deriva-
tive: 
QuercetulIl virtus, amicitia, amator, vinolentus, pugnat. 
III. Scan the following lines, marking the feet, the Cresura, and explain 
any exceptions in regard to the lines. 
"Omnia Aife,·Cttrio similis voumque coloremque." 
"Ida:umque nemus; hinc )ida silentia sacris." 
IV, V, VI, VII, VIII. Mark the quantity of the penult in each of the Latin 
words. 
I. Give the genitive plural of miser, lex; the ablative sinO'ular of po,ius 
Ii!us, senex " and the nominative singular of frigoribus, nivis7 side"e, tr(IInit;, 
1"Ores. . 
2. Write out in full the declension of caput, movellS, qui. 
3. Compare facilis, parvzts, bene, male. Distinguish be~ween decem, 
decimus, den;, decies. 
4. Give all the participles of veno,-, and the perfect and supine of 
illtelligo, jzendo, veho. What compounds of lego have xi in th e perfect? 
5. Write the synopsis of ago, in the thi rd person, si !1gular, indicative and 
SUbjunctive active . 
. 6. Write out in full the present indicative of possum, the preseut sllbjunc-
llve of volo and eo, and the future indicative active of cur,-o and ·molleo. 
What forms of eo are used in the passive voice? 
7· VVrite the principal parts of catio, aedo, and cedo, and give the meaning of 
each verb. 
8. To what classes do the conj unctions si, et, at, aut, naill, aulon, and 
quamq1tam belong? What conjunctions are enclitics? 
MORALS AND MANNERS. 
Superintendent DAVID KIRK, Minnesota. 
T.HE common schools would be more useful if some attention were paid to morals and manners. By morals we do not mean sectarianism; by 
manners, not etiquette, as that term is sometimes defined. 
In the county with which 1 am familiar, the Superintendent has never, i.n 
his llumerous visits, heard a teacher censure the use of alcohol or tobacco, 
though some of 'them may do so. H e has ne~er heard an allusion to the sub-
ject of manners except what is implied in the command, "Say yes sir to a 
gentleman, and yes ma'am to a lady." Many of the teachers are refined 
and they &re all believed to be moral, but they dislike to encounter the crfti: 
cisms which would be made were instruction in ethics to be given. They 
live in dread of the man who wants h is boy to do sums, and the woman who 
doesn' t want her girl to be filled with" new-fangled" notions. Every teacher 
at least should have a book on morals and manners . Text-books of this kind 
are now pubhshect. We live in an irteverent and self-sufficient age, and in a 
peculiarly irreverent country. The young man speaks of his father as the 
.. old man;" of his mother as the " old lady." Scholars call their teacher 
by his given name. The minister of the gospel, whose calling was once ven-
erated and respected to a degree that is hardly credible, is not now treated 
with the deference that is due to him. Men in authority everywhere are 
freely criticised and abused by" Young America." Old age is no longer ven-
erable. 
In many schools the intellect only is cultivated. The astronomer who can 
calculate the perturbations of the heavenly bodies, and by analysis locate a 
hitherto unseen world, is reSpected and praised for his great-achievement, but 
no commendations are heard for the moneyless senator who refuses a hundr!d 
thousand dollar bribe. The metropolitan speculator who makes a fortune is 
extolled, but the country store-keeper who sells a good article and does not 
overreach is call ed a slow-coach. 
The plain preacher, the honest mechanic, the conscientious teacher, pass 
away and are forgotten; but the brilliant scholar, the magnetic orator, the rich 
capitalist, the successful soldier, are held np as models for the young, and 
their names are graven on brass and marble. We would not belittle intellec-
tual education, but we would raise moral education to its proper level, and we 
would begin in the common schools. If we would have moral education in 
the common schools, we must introduce a carefully prepared text-book on 
morals, and !rive systematic instruction. We must teach that it is better to be 
honest than it is to be intellectually brilliant. A little time should be devoted 
to the shldy of civil government, say ten minutes daily; 
Correspondence. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
IN his Editorial upon high schools in our smaller cities and villages, pnb-lished in your journal of the 25th inst. " E . 0." touched upon an import-
ant subject. He said none too much and expressed himself none too 
emphatically. Tbe matter should have received careful consideration years 
ago, for the organization and administration of onr high schools has, no 
doubt, prejudiced many men against these institutions. Too much is under-
taken in the small cities and villages. Their courses of study are too long. 
Good results are not obtained; the time of the principals is bestowed upon too 
few pupils, while the great mass of the pupils receive but part of the attention 
to which they are entitled , and consequently the people become dissatisfied, 
and regard high schools in general as a failure. 
Now, I say that" E. 0 ." said none too much on this subject, not half enough, 
but what he did say implies that the fault lies wholly with the principals of 
these schools. That may be so in part, but not wholly so by any means. 
If the principals should decline "to give the time to these two or three pupils 
who wish to pursue the higher branches, the cry of incompetency would be 
raised in an instant, and, no doubt, they would soon loose their positions as a 
consequel'\S!e. Then, too, in all these villages,. there ·is a vel)' small number 
of wiseacres, who have sometime in the course of their lives taught a district 
school with good or ind ifferent success one or two terms, :md who control the 
educational sentiment of the place, and every principal must adjust himself to 
their standard, <:>r find himself III hot water at once. Everything goes as this 
little clique think and say, notwithstanding what may be the opinion of the 
principal, and they often mark out their line .of policy in direct violation of 
sound wisdom or the better judgment of the principal. 
There are many young men in charge of these schools, who know but little 
of organization, classification, and the economical administration of the schools, 
and in nine cases out of ten the boards know less than they, and· therefore the 
whole management of the schools is emjlirical, and consequently variable and 
unprogressive. There is hardly a board outside of the large cities that ever 
really investigates educational questions by appealing to educational authorities , 
but they administer their schools in direct violation of physiological laws, as 
well as the laws of mind and practical economy. 
What I would suggest in this matter is, that all the fault of our public schools 
should not be charged upon teachers, though they are guilty enough, but that 
a portion of it should be charged upon board<; of education, to whom a large 
part of the fault is justly due. B. M. REYNOLDS. 
LACROSSE, WISCONSIN, January 27,1877 . 
T o THE E DITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
I sincerely wish that your excellent journal might reach every intelligent 
man and woman in the South; the facts contained in the last number relative 
to the educational interests of our states shonJd be known from here to the 
Gulf, and thence east and west. 
The four years "abomination of desolation" left behind them a ruin 
which is not yet repaired, but o\!r people are only poor in purse. "The spirit 
indeed is willing" but the purse is weak. Keep the matter stirred up; if it 
be possible, make the whole people realize that an earnest and resolute eRort 
must be .made to improve the condition of educational matters in the South. 
In some portions of the states, steps have been made in the right direction. 
Nashville has a just pride in her public schools ; the la<;t report shows well for 
the work done-not for the doers of it, and in consequence, the voice of the 
Superintendent is raised against an unwise economy. Memphis, too, has been 
reaching after the best, but at present the question of" no High-School" is being 
agitated; as a conseq.uence, even if it should continue to be only an agitation, 
the usefulness of the school must be thereby impaired. These troubles will 
arise in all localities where schools are govered by large and unwieldy boards 
whose members are elected for a short time. Both cities displayed worle at 
the E xposition , which was creditable, remembering the disadvantages of nar-
row means. That Tennessee occupied the most remote and most bumble 
corner of the educational department, is not 'our fault; at the next centennial, 
perhaps that which was last shall be first! If there be comfort in the thonght, 
let us hope so ! CLARA CONWAY. 
TENNESSEE, Jan. 27, 18n. 
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To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
I wish to call attention to what to me seems very singular as coming from 
an educator. 
On page 28, number 3, in an article by " E. 0.," is the following: 
" The best majority of those who pass under the name of mathematicians 
can be far more profitably employed, both for themselves and for the future of 
mathematical studies, in studying what is already known, than in attempts to 
push outward the bounds of knowledge." 
How is this? Is this age to be satisfied with what has been done? Is it 
not the duty of the age to avail itself of what has been known to find out more 
of the hitherto unknown? Are we to stand still, satisfied with our inheritance, 
or receive it aBd hand it down to our inheritors with interest added thereto in 
the way of new knowledge? It seems to me that the preceding ages have 
laid a great moral duty upon us to "push ouhvard" the boundaries of .knowl. 
edge they left to us, no matter in what field. Otherwise we should be " ignoble 
sons of worthy sires" and should defraud succeeding ages out of what they 
would have a right to expect at our hands. As time passes by, it should be 
the high aim of all educators, especially, to pass from the known to the un-
known, thereby enlarging the boundary of the former and diminishing that of 
the latter. T. J. L. 
LoXA, ILL., Jan. 28, 1877. 
---------------------To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
I suppose you have infinite patience and unlimited knowledge, and thereCore 
delight in answering any question that may be put to you. Therefore: In 
the report of Supt. Philbrick, Boston, Sept. 1876, on page 9 is found this 
heading: "Hierarchy of schools." The explanation follows that, in the 
Hub, they have four grades oC schools,-Primary, etc., and the objects of each 
grade are given. ow, the conundrum is, what is meant in this connection 
by the term" Hierarchy?" CHARLES RILEY. 
GENESEO, ILL., Feb. 6, 1877. 
ANSWER TO "REX," OF JAN. 14. 
'To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
Charleston is now the capital of West Virginia. The" reason" collectively 
is, the Legislature voted . to change from Wheeling to Charlest.on. There may 
have been as many individual" reasons" as voters, but a leaislalor cannot be 
called in question for his vote, and why he voted thus and sJ; no " fellah" can 
find out. 
Connecticut has but one capital. "Why?" Because it has neither less nor 
more. The Legislature abolished the New Havlen capital some years since. 
OAK PARK. G. -W. W. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
"G.," in the WEEKLY of Jan. 26th, says that Frcebel and Pestalozzi are in-
consistent with themselves, and exclude each other. I think he is mistaken. 
Frcebel made no war against objective education, when he said the first objects 
children could know exhaustively were those they themselves made. Pesta-
lozzi coming first in time did not penetrate to so great a depth in his analysis oC 
childhood as Frcebel, whose great thought WelS to put the child in possession 
of itself. By this he gave to Pestalozzi's method a practical basis that it 
needed, and which will prevent that wordy superficiality into which objective 
teaching is apt to degenerate. Frcebel's method oC using the gifts builds up 
the understanding by means of the words used ill directillg, which it substitutes 
for copies and for mechanical showing. To understand and use words with 
precision, is the grand instrumentality of the kindergarten. But to use words 
intelligently, the conversation must thoroughly interest the child, and the child 
is only thoroughly interested in ~/Jhat he is doing. To describe and talk about 
what he is doing with all his heart, employs the totality of his being, so that 
he is cultivated through and through harmoniously; exercising his powers of 
observation, in discriminating differences as well as well as perceiving analogies, 
conceiving plan.<;, adapting means to ends, imagining other things to do, and 
yet all this exercise of mind does not strain the brain, because the subjects of 
conversation are bifore the child's eyes. They are not called even to remember, 
but only to perceive. It is an idle speculation to ask if something more may 
not hereafter be attained. Let us conscientiously apply what this seer has dis-
covered, taking care not (unwittingly) to contradict his idea by what we do 
and say. E . P. P. 
Thoughts. 
A WELL-GOVERNED schoo: will teach young men and women how to gwan themselves. C. A. MOREY. 
-The teacher should be able to talk intelligently with citizens on all finan-
cial matters pertaining to the management oC his district. As a c}ass, we are 
unable to do th is, and when attacked, not equal to defense, are compelled to 
stand by like mummies and hear a subject misrepresented, because, alas. we 
are ignorant of thi, part of the foundation of our wo.rk. It is quite as much 
the duty of ~he te.lcher as of the board to be familiar Wi th the fiscal conduct 
of the district. AARON GOVE. 
-What a good thing it would be if the rising generation could be instructed 
in hygiene! A few minutes daily devoted to this branch woul d be worth 
more than the hours given to arithmetic and gran;tmar. The time may never 
come when we can dispense with the services of specialists in medicine and 
surgery, but we look for a time when men will know better than to go to 
sleep in a small room as tight as the "blac', hole of Calcutta," and then try 
to purify their poisoned blood by nostrum.; whose b:l3e is poor whisky, and 
whose principal ingredients are poisons. A thous'lnd re rorm, in dress and 
diet are needed. If the study of phys io l o~y c mll·)t be thorough nnd extensive 
in common schools, it will at least be suggl!5t ive. DAVID KIRK. 
-In thinking with the assistance of wJrd< , we can pa s as f.u beyond 
thought conducted by mere ment.ll signs, as by Il:Imbu; \ ';! go b~yond count 
ing with the fingers , and by algebr.l beyond arithmetical computations.-
McCosh. 
-It is Olle of the special ad 'f:ln t.lg~j .)f 11llgu.lJe that it helps thou~ht to 
make progress. Sir W. H amilton say,;: " A , igll is necess:try to g ive stabil ity 
to our intellectual progress-to establish e:lch step in our advance as a new 
starting-point for our advance to all tber beyoni. Word.; are the fo rtresses 
of thought. They 'en:tble us to re l li Zl! ou r domillion over wh:tt we have 
already overrun in thought-to m:tke every intellectu:tl conquest the b:tsis of 
operations for others still beyond." 
DON'T TALK TOO MUCH.-We have oftcn seen a scilo I ru ined by the 
continual talk, talk , talk, of the teacher. T he less you say the more you will 
do. Say nothing at all about order; ad a.s if y~u expected it and it will 
come, and come to stay. Don' t preach; don't ur.Je your pupils to be good; 
but be good yourself and they will be apt to. imitate. Of course, you must 
open your mouth sometimes, as when you are teaching, or singing, but always 
use the fewest words possible. A good rule to observe is to imagine you 
have the toothache and to act accordingly. A simple gesture is always better 
than a spoken command.-Caroli"a Teacher . 
THE COMMON SCHOOLS.- The common school, as an American institution, 
will live while America lives. Not only this, but the signs are unmistakable 
that it is to be more far-reaching in its efforts and re; ul t.:; than it ever has been . 
Popular education is one of the prim:lry functions of the State'S life. No 
democratic government can long exi,t without it, and our best people are 
thoroughly confirmed in this convicti n. We have taken up the subject 
simply to show that the State cannot ' go b.lck on " its record wi thout the 
surrender of the poLicy which grows out of the instinct of all living organi -
zations for self-protection and self- preservation. To surrender tbis policy 
would be nol only foolish, but criminal; and there is not one Ameri can in· 
stitution that American people would sooner ficiht fo r :tnd clie for, than that 
which secures an educated and intell igent lutionality.-Dr . 7. G. Hollalld. 
PRACTICAL HINTS AND EXERCISES. 
Editor, Mrs. KATE B. FORD, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
KINDERGARTEN SONG. 
Words by C. E. C. JI'. 
" 
All 
-
how the hours fly, 
time is swift in flighi, For we're hnppy whcn we' re working, 
never shirking, And wc're doing "!fht. TICk. tack, lick, tack. tick. 
.. 
~l()SQUIT E~ . 
[For a Boy 's D eclamation.] 
TRUE mosquitoes are small at the waist, delicate in their organization, round-shouldered, and inclined to consumption. Their disposition is 
flighty. Some people think mosquitoes are a humbug; but they're not. There 
is nothing so real as mosquitoes. You can see 'em; wpen you can't see 'em, 
you can hear 'em. When you don't hear 'em, you can feel 'em. And when 
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you neither see, hear, nor feel 'em, you may know they've been around, because 
they've made their mark. We all love mosquitoes so well that we offer them 
our hand, and are always wanting to squeeze them. And, although they like 
us, being shy, they reject 'our proposals at first, and then take us when we are 
least prepared for them. Mosquitoes are well ·educated. In music they use 
the Italian school of singing-trills, shakes, quavers, flying notes, and words 
not understood. It is decidedly sensation-music; and, like sensation-music 
generally, it is thrilling in its effect. But one soon tires of it. Lying in bed, 
you hear the distant sound of the mosquito. A feeling of dread comes over 
you, succeeded, as the song-sounds come nearer, by a thrilling of the nerves; 
and when close to your ears, the excitement becomes such as to cause your 
blood to boil, and your hands to strike forcibly your own head and ears. If 
snch is the effect of a single "'osquito's song on a single individual, what a 
perfect furor of excitement might be created by a singing band of mosquitoes, 
over a Boston Music Hall audience. Operatic impresarios are welcome to 
this hint. Everybody knows mosquitoes d,-aw well. 
Mosquitoes are philosophers. They understand gravitation. If a hand or 
other weighty substance should fall, they know there's danger, and get out of 
the way. And they understand suction so well that they put a steam fire-en-
gine to the blush. 
Mosquitoes are educated in the Allopathic School of Medicine. They 
believe in bleeding. They :~iffer from men in applying the theory. They 
first present their bill, and then bleed you. They don' t understand human 
nature enough to know that no man likes to have the bill presented before 
the work is done. Mosquitoes also know how to develop humor-or bad 
humor. They will pity a man so much in one night that his face will look 
very humorous next morning. As mathematicians, mosquitoes understand 
subtraction, and also multiply very fast. 
As base-ballists, mosquitoes are a success. They always come in on a fly, 
and rarely go out on one. As pitchers, they always pitch in, never mind who 
their opponents are. As catchers, they often catch their opponents napping, 
and rarely get caught themselves. Everybody likes them in the field, and 
they often make home runs. They fail at the bat, but get a good many bats . . 
As tallyists, they make their innings; but they are not good umpires, being 
apt to raise a row. 
Mosquitoes, like dogs, have their days . In dog days, dogs are expected to 
go mad. Mosquito-days begin with dog-days, and end with the first frost; 
then they die happy. They gather in large bands under the trees, and there, 
flying up and down, sing their death-song. Man exults in their death. The 
mosquitoes exult. All is exultant; and soon after the Governor appoints 
Thanksgiving. -"K K," in Baker's Handy Speaker. 
BABY MOSQUITO. 
[For.very Young Speake,-. ] 
RAIN-WA.TER barrel in the sun, Little mosquito life just begun; 
Mother has left her baby alone 
To swim by itself until it is grown; 
And there we find it, wriggling anrl brown, 
Its tiny tail up, its poor head down; 
Breathing away as best it can, 
Dreadfully scared at even a man . 
And Johnny att!\1Jane laughing to think 
How it dives to the bottom as quick as a wink; 
While we are only waiting to see 
What a funny fellow he will be 
When he grows so large-the cunning elf-
That he splits his skin and crawls out of himself. 
Then if you listen-hum! hum~m! 
You'll hear his music, and see him come. 
For he'll be as sta~ved' as a polar bear, 
And who gets eaten he does not care. 
-Kate B. Ford, in The Wide-Awake. 
~No better time than the present can offer for expllination to the schools of 
our system of electing the President and Vice-President of the United States 
and the method now adopted for counting the Electoral· votes. Washington'~ 
Birthday should also be properly noticed. 
-" Anyone who pretends to teach, and does not read au'educational paper 
or magazine, is not worthy of the name of teacher, and should leave the pro-
fession at once to make room for some one who will do what he should."-
Prof. A. Earthman, in Wisconsin Journal 0/ Educati01', 1873. 
STATE DEPARTMENTS. 
Nebraska. 
Editor, C. B. PALMER, Beatrice. 
STATE OF NEBRASKA. 
OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION . 
To the Honorable J. B. Weston, State Auditor.-
As appears from the certificate of the Hon. J . C. McBride, State Treasurer, 
made on the lIth day of December, 1876, there is now in his hands and sub-
ject to apportionment school moneys which were derived as follows: 
Interest on certificate of in- Rents of school lands re-
dehtedness . ..... .... . .. $17,147.86 ported May, 1876... . . $ 7.192.09 
Interest on state warrants. 1,904.78 Rents of school lands. .. . . 14,446.32 
"bonds .. . . .. ... 704·030nemilltax . ...... . ... .. 69,937.14 
"private securities 1,470.00 Other sources, fract'l rem." 3.74 
Unpaid principal, school -----
lands .. _ ....... . .. . ,. 42.973.55 Total. . .. . .. " ...... . $ 155,729.52 
Deduct for sundry appropriations .... . ....... . ........... 12,967-40 
Total subject to apportionment .. ......... . ... , .. . ... ... . . $142,762.12 
In compliance with the provision of section 73, of the school law, I have 
apportioned the same to the several counties, as follows: 
Whole number 0/ Children, 86,£9£ >' Amotmt Apporti01ud, $£42,758,37>' 
Fractional Remainder, $3.75 / Rate per Scholar, $£.6563. 
Names of No. of 
Counties. Scholars. 
Antelope .. . . . . . .. 469 
Adams .. . . .. ... " 1,328 
Buffalo .. .... .. .. 1,044 
Boone . ... 4~0 
Burt ... ..... . .... 1,694 
Butler. . . " ...... " 1,756 
Cass .. .. .. .. ..... 4,147 
Cheyenne .. .. . .. 78 
Cedar.... .."." 879 
Chase . . . ...... . , 
Clay . .. . .. ..... . 
Colfax ........ .. 
Cuming . .. .. . . . . 
Dawson .. .. ... . . 
Dakota . . _ . .. . .. . 
Dixon .... ... . . . . 
Dodge ... _ . ..... ' 
Douglas ... . 
Dundy ... ... . ... . 
Gage . ........ . . . 
Gosper ... ... ... .. 
Greeley .. . ... . . .. 
Hall .... .. . .. . . . 
Hamilton . . .. . .. . 
I-iarlan . ...... . . . 
Hitchcock . .. . . .. . 
Howard .... . ... . 
Fillmore ... .... .. 
Franklin ... . 
Frontier ....... _ . 
Furnas ......... . 
Jefferson ... .... . 
1,570 
1,475 
1,540 
483 
1,248 
1,319 
2,635 
6,162 
2,334 
44 
62 
20 . 
565 
1,874 
715 
70 
534 
1,50 3 
Amt's Names of No. of 
Due. Counties. Scholars. 
$ 776 80 Johnson .. . .... .. 1,977 
2,199 57 Keith .. . . . ..... 20 
1,729 18 Kearney . . . .. . . . 157 
695 65 Knox.... ..... .. 422 
2,805 77 Lancaster. . . . . . . 4,686 
2,908 46 Lincoln. . . . . . . . . 425 
6,868 68 Madison.... . ... 1,167 
129 19 Merrick ........ , 1,199 
1,456 09 Nemaha .. . . . . .. 3,270 
...... . Nuckolls........ 511 
2,600 39 Otoe ' .' . . . . . . . .. 4,520 
2,443 04 Pawnee .. . .... .. 2,031 
2,550 70 Phelps .. .. , . . . . . 51 
799 99 Pierce. . . . . . . . . . 186 
2,067 06 Platte . . . . . . . . .. 1,677 
2,184 66 Polk. . . .... .. .. 1,138 
4,364 35 Red Willow . .... 233 
10,206 12 Richardson. . . . . . 4,659 
. . . Saline . . . . . . . . . . 3,306 
3,865 80 Sarpy . . .. . .. . ... ' 1,365 
72 88 Saunders. . . .... . 3,741 
102 69 Seward. . . . . . . .. 2,637 
2,373 48 Sherinan . . . . . . . . 202 
2,520 89 Stanton. . . . . . . . . 442 
1,223 94 Thayer ... " . . . . 864 
33 13 Valley. .. 164 
935 81 Washington . . . .. 2,323 
3,103 91 Wayne. . . . . . . . . 91 
1,182 60 Webster. "" ' " 1,046 
115 94 York ... . . ... , " 2,014 
884 46 
2,499 42 
Done at Lincoln, this 25th day of December, 1876. 
Amt's 
Due. 
$3.274 51 
33 13 
260 04 
698 96 
7,761 42 
70 3 93 
1,932 go 
1,985 90 
5,416 10 
846 03 
7,486 48 
3,363 95 
8'1- 47 
308 07 
2,777 62 
1,884 87 
385 92 
7,716 70 
5,475 73 
2,260 85 
6,196 22 
4,367 66 
334 57 
732 09 
1,431 04 
27 1 63 
3,847 59 
150 72 
1,732 49 
3,335 79 
J. ¥. McKENZIE, 
State Superintendent of Puhlic Instruction. 
STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 
THE annual meeting of this boely will be at Fremont, on the 27th, 28th, and 
29th of March next. The programme is not yet fully made up, but will in-
clude evening addresses by Chancellor Fairfield, of the State Uuiversity, Dr. 
Robert <;urry, Principal of the Normal School, and papers on practical educa-
tional topics by many of the leading teachers of the state . A part of the ses-
sion will be devoted to an informal and full discussion of the improvements 
desirable and practicable in school matters in the state. Reduced fare on all 
the railroads of the state has been arranged for, particulars of which will be 
published at an early day. S. R. THOMPSUN, 
Ch. Ex. Com. 
Illinois. 
Editor, JOHN W. COOK, Normal. 
GRADED SCHOOL PRINCIPALS. 
GREEN COUNTY. 
Carrollton, E. A. Doolittle. I Greenfield, H. H. Montgomery. 
Whitehall.)~:. M. Prindle. . 
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HENRY COUNTY. 
Kewanee, W. H. Russell, I Annawan, E. A. Allen. 
" E. S. Martin, High School. Atkinson, J. M. Province. 
Geneseo, B. F. Barge. . Orion, D. R. Michener. 
" Charles Riley, High School. I Colona, H. S. Comstock. 
Galva, E. E . Fitch. Woodhull, J. R. Mugrage, 
Cambridge, C. 1. Gruey. Andover, E. A. Buck. 
Cleveland, F. P. Olmstead. 
JOHNSON COUNTY. 
Vienna, A. B. Garrett. I New Burnside, Mrs.!. Marchalk. 
KANKAKEE COUNTY. 
Kankakee City, A. E. Rowell. I Momence, George H. White. 
Manteno, Miss M. J. Phelan. 
LA SALLE COUNTY. 
" S. J. Cook. Tonica, H. E. Robbins. 
Seneca, Wm. Bailey. I Mendota, J. R. MacGregor. 
Marseilles, W. W. Johnson. Lostant, O. T. Denny. . 
" Wm. Brady. \ New Rutland, L. A. Thomas. 
Utica, J. M. Day. Earlville, S. M. Heslet. 
La Salle, Charles E. Works. Leland, S. B. Bathurst. 
Peru, George B. Stockdale. • Uheridan, F. Y. Hamilton. 
Mendota, Wm. Jenkins. , Streator, C. Orville Dewey. 
Ottawa, E. . Schreeb. 
PERRY COUNTY. 
Tamaroa, J. H. Thornton. I Pinckneyville, E. C. H. Willoughby. 
Du Quoin, John B. Ward. 
STARK COUNTY. 
Toulon, Frank Matthews. I North Wyoming, Fred. C. Wilson. 
South Wyoming, Wm. R. Sandham. Bradford, Joshua Williams. 
La Fayette, Wm. H. Sherman. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY. 
Pekin, George Colvin. I Mackinaw, G. W. Ferree. 
Morton, L. T. Ayres. Minier, B. C. -Allensworth. 
Groveland, W. H. Buchanan. I Delavan, J. S. McClung. 
Tremont, Miss R. R. C. Fenner. Washington, James A. Kelly. 
_ Hopedale, D. F. Heckard. 
WHlTESIDE COUNTY. 
Sterling, 1St Ward, M. R. Hanna. Albany, Frank Ogsbury. 
" 2d Ward, Alfred Bayliss. Erie, W. L. Jennings. 
3d Ward, J. M. Piper. . Prophetstown, C. S. Glenn. 
Morrison, M. R. Kelley. Rock Falls, Harry Smith. 
Fulton, George W. Loomis. Lyndon, O. M. Crary. 
-A list of the paying meu'tbers of the Dlinois State Teachers' Association, 
:It the Champaign meeting, December 27-29, 1876. 
I Miss Mary A. West, Galesburg. 
2 " Mary W. Whiteside, Peoria. 
3 E. L. Wells, Ogle. 
4 S. P. Nickey, Macon. 
5 Mrs. Mary L. Carpenter, Rockford. 
6 Miss Nettie M. Sinclair, Kankakee. 
7 D. Kerr, Gilman. ' 
8 Henry Higgins, Jacksonville. 
9 C. E. Mann, Geneva. 
10 J. R. Marshall, Yorkville. 
II John Gore, Virginia. 
12 Daniel Carey, Rochelle. 
13 Charles V. Guy, Danville. 
14 Owen Scott, Effingham. 
15 H. P. Hall, SYClllliore. 
16 John Higby, Gardner. 
17 A. A. Suppiger, Highland. 
18 James P. Slade, Belleville. 
19 W. A. Smith, Bloomington. 
20 B. F. Barge, Geneseo. 
21 John Stapleton, Oconee. 
22 R. Willi:lms, Ottowa. 
23 C. T. Straltan, Nashville. 
24 P. R. Walker, Rochelle. 
25 John W. Cook, Normal. 
26 S. C. Bond, Chestt:r. 
27 W. H. Downing, Riverside. 
28 C. H. Tatman, Centralia. 
29 J. H. Loomis, Chicago. 
30 A. Stetson, Normal. 
31 James Colegrove, Chicago. 
32 T. S. Denison, De Kalb. 
33 Dr. Cyrus Thomas, Carbondale. 
34 John Hull, Carbondale. 
35 O. S. Cook, Chicago. 
36 C. I. Parker, " 
37 S. H. White, Peoria. 
38 O. S. Westcott, Chicago. 
39 W. B. Powell, Aurora. 
40 T. H. Clark, " 
72 L. M. Hastings, Aurora. 
73 Alfred Harvey, Paris. 
74 M. Andrews, Galesburg. 
75 Mr. E. A. Haight, Alton. 
76 Mrs. E. A. Haight, " 
77 John X. Wilson, Peoria. 
78 Richard Edwards, Princeton. 
79 W. H .. Lanning, ChampaIgn. 
80 A. Brown, Chicago. 
81 Elzy Blake, St. Louis, Mo. 
82 Mrs. Elzy Blake, " " 
83 T. L. Slocum, " 
84 Mrs. T . L. Slocum, St. Louis, Mo. 
85 Miss Abby Goldsboro, Sycamore. 
86 Mrs. Mary Beazell, Sullivan, Ind. 
87 E. De Burn, Champaign. 
88 James Graham, Ivesdale. 
89 A. F. Nightingale, Chicago. 
go J. W. Hays, Urbana. 
91 J. G. Wright, Sadorus. 
92 T. L. Evan~, Paxton. 
93 M. L. Seymour, Chicag'l. 
94 D. C. Heath, " 
95 J. L. Pickard, 
96 G. D. Yokom, Earlville. 
97 -Miss Sarah Adams, Sycamore. 
98 J. H. Brownlee, Carbondalt:. 
99 C. H. Kiracofe, Westfield. 
100 J. H. Stickney, Altona. 
101 J. W. King, Newman. 
102 Agnes Hawley, Chicago. 
103 Mary L. Bas~, " 
104 R. H. Beggs, Wilmington. 
105 J. Pike, Jerseyville. 
106 Miss L. M. Higger. 
107 J. S. Maxwell, Monee. 
108 J. S. McClung, Delavan. 
log O. T. Snow, Batavia. 
110 W. Wilkie, Chicago. 
IliA. E. Rowell, Kankakee. 
41 Wm. Jenkins, Mendota. 112 E. Forsythe, Galva. 
42 J. R. McGregor, " 113 O. E. Haven, Evanston. 
43 Leslie Lewis, Hyde Park. 114 Charles Riley, Geneseo. 
44 W. S. Mack, Aurora. 115 Henry Raab, Belleville. 
45 ·G. F. Shears, 116 George C. Loomis, Fulton. 
46 A. C. Hillman, Carbondale. II7 Miss L. L. Howes, Mendota. 
47 E. Whipple, Westfield. 118 " Mary Wilder, Decatur. 
48 L. C. Dougherty, Lacon. 119 " Mary Johnson, " 
49 A. Hoffman, Magnolia. 120 " S. Alice Judd, 
50 E. C. Smith, Dixon. 121 L. Greenwood, Chicago. 
51 J. L. Hartwell, North Dixon. 122 A. W. ·Ball, Delavan. 
52 H. H. Smith, Polo. 123 L. J. Block, Jacksonville. 
53 M. Gerbrick, Bloomington. 124 Miss Annie Riddle, Mattoon. 
54 George C. Ross, Carbondale. 125" Carrie Riddle, " 
55 J. W. Payne, Gilman, 126 " Mae McFadden, " 
56 J. H. Blodgett, Rockford. 127 " Angie Ewing, " 
57 J. V. Riggs, Onarga. [28 S.!;. Ventres, Chicago. 
58 Harvey A. Smith, Rushville. 129 C. H. Rew, Pontiac. 
59 H. L. Boltwood, Princeton. 130 Mrs. C. H. Rew, Pontiac. 
60 Charles A. Smith," 131 Miss J. M. Borin, " 
61 J. W. Gibson, Belvidere. 132 J. A. Smith, " 
62 J. T. Dickinson, Onarga. 133 J. R. Kmps, Jacksonville. 
63 E. A. Gastrnan, Decatur. 134 D. Wentworth, Englewood. 
64 R. M. Hitch, Griggsville. 135 Miss Martha Buck, Carbondale. 
65 F. A. North, Carthage. 136 E. A. Doolittle, Carrollton. 
66 Robert Allyn, Carbondale. 137 E. C. Hewett, Normal. 
67 G. F. Foster," 138 M. Babcock, St. Louis, Mo. 
68 J. P. Byrne, Jacksonville. 139 J. W. Wright, Farmer City. 
6g W. H. Brown, Casey. 140 D. Bigelow, Decatur. 
70 J. C. Hutchinson, Monmouth. 141 S. A. Forbes, Normal. 
71 I. E. Brown, Decatur. . 142 J. P. Yoder, Danvers. 
.. ========== 
Wisconsin. 
Editor, J. Q. EMERY, Fort Atkinson. 
IN his annual report to the Board of Supe1">'isors, Superintendent Collier Of Jefferson county, says: . 
. "The schools as a whole are making progress, but a few wholly heyond the 
control of any person, except the patrons and school boards, are failures. 
Want of. pupils in the district, irregularity of attendance, shortness of term, con· 
dition of school-room, tardiness, lack of cooperation between teacher and school 
boards, and, in a few instances, between the members of the board, the ten-
dency to secure the teacher that will contTact for the least wages, are some of 
the causes of these failures. 
"Eleven examinations have been held, at which there were 458 applicants, 
of whom 257 have received certificates as follows: 7 first, 23 second grade, 
and 227 third grade. Four of the examinations continued three days, the 
remainder two days. Held one institute, commencing August 21st, and con-
tinning two weeks. Visited 116 schools hetween January 1st, and August 31, 
1876. Made 143 visits, averaging two hours and forty five minutes to each 
visit. . 
"Only about 60 per cent. of the scholars in th~ country have attended school 
at all during the year, and, comparin~ with til! tinJe taught and the daily 
attendance, less than 40 per cent. of the pupil's time has been spent in the 
school room." 
-The Janesville Gaulle says that, under the very able and discreet manage-
ment of Mrs. Little, the Institution for the Blind never was more useful In dIe 
promotion of good among the unfortunate blind, than during the past year. 
Her superintendency has been marked with signal success, both to the state 
and to those who are plact:d under her care and instruction. A visit to that 
institution, not long since, convinces us that the Gazette has not overrated 
Mrs. Little's efficiency. 
-Referring to Beloit College, the Wi~in State Journal says: "The 
classes stand as follows: seniors 21; jll 17; sophomores 13; freshmen 
29. The college library contains over 8,000 volumes; and the libraries of the 
literary societies about 1,000. The faculty of this college is a very able one, 
and the course of instruction is complete. It ranks well ruI\ong the colleges of 
the country, and its graduates are filling high positions in different part.<; of the 
United States. Dr.Chapin, the President, stands deservedly high among the 
educators of the country, and he gives this college his undivi~ed attention. 
It is under the especial charge of the Congregational denomination, and is an 
honor to it." 
-The following regular monthly meetings of different departments of the 
teaching force have been organized in Milwaukee: Principals' meeting, 
Special Teachers' meeting, German Teachers' meeting, High School Teachers' 
meeting, and Normal Department Teachers' .meeting. Each of the sections 
meets regnlarly, once a month, at the Superintendent's office, for the discussion 
of such matters as are brought before theD;l/ and the transaction of bnsiness 
relating to schools. 
-The Washington County Teachers' Association held a meeting at Cedar 
Creek, the 27th ult., which is pronounced the largest and best meeting ever 
heLd in the county. The next session will be held in West Bend, Febru· 
ary 24th. 
-The Prescott school, Prof. Reed, principal, is pronounced a success by 
Superintendent Baker. 
The Edu~ational · Weekly. 
-An article from a mother in the Milwaukee News, on the subject of calis-
thenics, contains the following: "Bears are a healthy race, yet no one ever 
heard of a calisthenic bear to drill the cubs. Imagine the scene! Let there 
be a dry, well ventilated play room. Furnish the room with bars, horses, 
swings, etc. Let the teacher take her class there once a day and more health will 
be derived from ten minutes play, directed by brains, than is received from so 
called calisthenics in a year." She characterizes calistheniCs as one of the 
fashionable follies of tlle day. 
Governor Ludington has appointed Hon. W. H. Chandler of Sun Prairie, 
T. D. Weeks of Whitewater, and A. D. Andrews of River Falls, as members 
of the Board of Notmal School Regents for a term of three years. 
-An Omro correspondent writes to the Milwaukee Sentinel as follows: 
"Schoolma'am froU). Vinland, stand up! A certain schoolma'am in the 
town of Vinland had occasion recently to prescribe a dose of trimmed willow 
for one of her irrepressible hopefuls. The boy immediately took a direct and 
screaming departure for the paternal roof, and soon after the irate father was 
seen skipping over the territory between his residence and the scboolhouse, 
bent on investigation. He did not stop to appoint a committee, but immedi-
ately upon entering the schoolroom took the floor and opened a very pointed 
and critical address to the teacher. The schoolma'am, besides being very 
clever in the rule of three. had also a very clever muscle for a woman, and 
quietly informed the man that he was disturbing her school. Not heeding her 
request to stop, tbe infuriated man persisted in his tirade, whereupon the teacher 
clenched the iron poker lying under the stove and made an advance all along 
the line and drove her windy enemy into one of the seats. She then stated to 
him the rules of the school and informed him that to move out of that seat 
until school was dismissed, or to ~iolate one of the rules, would be at the peril 
of his neck. The fire in her eye and the cold unsympathizing look of that iron 
rod with which she was for the time-being ruling, had a persuasive influence 
on the gentleman, and not until school was dismissed did he venture out of 
his seat. The teacher tben advised him not to come to school any more as 
his age was beyond the limits ptescribed by the school laws, and she could not 
enter his name upon the register. That teacher ought to have a certificate if 
she didn't know the Gulf of Mexico from the Highlands of Scotland. 
Michigan. 
E~tor, LEWIS McLOUTH, Ypsilanti. 
MiSS JULIA M. STANCLIFT, graduate of the Normal School, class of '75, is now serving her second year as principal of the Normal De-
partment of the Kalamazoo High School, and seems in that capacity to be 
doing an excellent work, as she is certainly able to do. Last year the depart 
ment enrolled 26, of which number 14 graduated. Many of the pupils are 
graduates of the general courses of the High, School and take an additional 
year's srudy in the training class in order to fit themselves as teachers. Several 
are already employed as teachers in the schools of Kalamazoo, and are suc-
ceeding. Miss Stan clift in her work of training teachers very justly lays great 
stress upon practice teaching. 
It is certainly true that teachers should be trained for their work by a fuller 
and longer course of instruction than can well be given in normal departments 
of high schools; but still many will not take the time or will not, or cannot 
incur the expense of such long training, and for those .such opportunities as 
are presented by normal classes are decidedly valuable. None better than 
Superintendent George, of the Kalamazoo schools, and Miss Stanclift, under-
stand and value the advantage of special training for teachers, few can bring 
to that work gr.eater intelligence than.,they, none gteater zeal and activity. 
-The number of pupils enrolled last term in the Mason Union School was 
385, the average daily attendance was 299, and the number of days taught, 
77. The school is under the principalship of E. B. Fairfield, Jr., son of Dr. 
Fairfield, Pres!dent of the Nebraska State University. There is certainly good 
teaching blood in that family and "blood will tell." . 
-In the public schools of Ypsilanti there were enrolled last term 90g pupils, 
and the average daily attendanc~as 668. The pet cent. of attendance was 
91, against 89 for the corresponulI~ term of last year, while the per cent. of 
tardiness has diminished from 1.1 to .73 for the same time. The High School 
enrollment has increased in the year from 35 to 53. Superintendent Magill is 
ably ass!st~d in .his High School b~ Prof. Lane in the ancient languages, 
Prof. FaIr m mUSIC and the natural SCIences, and by Miss Fletcher as precept-
~ess. There are at present 20 te~chers employed: Mr. Burdine,long teacher 
III .the ~olored school, has resl,gned, ~d Susie Gordon takes his plaee, 
whIle Mls~ Ho~brook succeed.s ~ISS Hatl1e Weed, resigned on account of ill 
health. Superintendent Magill IS now engaged preparing a new catalogne 
and course of srudy. . . 
-On January 5th, at the residence of his father in Augusta died Edward 
G. Lowe, at the age of 23, after a sickness of but two d~ys. On the 8th, sev-
eral of the Faculty of the Normal School, and many of the students, attended 
the funeral. Mr. Lowe graduated a year or two ago from the English com-
mon school course of the Normal School, but since has been continuing his 
studies,. and expected to graduate in one of the higher courses next summer. 
For the winter, however, he had engaged to teach a school riear his home, 
and had already been occupied with this work for several weeks when a vio-
lent attack of pneumonia cut short his career. Mr. Lowe was a most estima-
ble and promising young man, and hosts of his old Normal friends will hear 
of his sudden death WIth the greatest sadness. It will, however, be a comfQrt 
to them to know that their young friend passed away without a murmur of 
regret, and entered the new world beyond with the exultant hope and faith of 
the Christian. 
-During the fall term d the Eaton Rapids public schools, 400 pupils were 
enrolJed-70 in the High School, 11 I in the Grammar School, and 219 in the 
lower. grades. 0nly 35 pupils were tardy, and the per cent. of attendance 
was 91. The winter term is now fairly opened with an increased enrollment, 
and there is every indication that a lively interest in school matters is not 
wanting in this place. This state of affairs tells very favorably for the young 
principal, Mr. May, who, though having already had considerable experience, 
is serving his first year at the head of so large a school. 
-From the Escanaba Tdbu.1u we learn that during the last term there were 
enrolled in the public schools of that place 390 pupils, that the avc.>ragc 
number belonging was 328, and the average attendance 273. The number of 
pupils not absent duping the term was 22, and the whole time lost by. tardi-
ness was 66 hours. There are six teachers employed. Mr. D. R. Hall, the 
principal, is a graduate of the Normal School, and his management, accord· 
ing to the Tribune, is giving general satisfaction to pupils and to parents. 
-The total enrollment in the Hancock public schools, last term, .was 719. 
Mr. George Conway, teacher in the Grammar Department, has 50 pupils, and 
is doing good work with them, though his scholarship and his experience 
entitle him to a better place. We have good reports of the Whitneys at 
Hancock and Houghton, and of the Patons and Nowlins at Calumet, and of 
Rosenberry at ] j} Anse. The upper peninsnla is verily alive in educational 
matters. 
-A note from Lansing states that at a recent meeting of the State Board 
of AgricultuI·e, C. L. Ingersoll was appointed Professor of Agriculture, anti 
A. B. Gulley, the former Professor ot Agriculture, was appointed Superm-
tend~nt of the Farm and Gat·dell, with no duties in the line of teaching. 
The attendance at the College during the past year has been 165 students, 
five of whom were ladies. Over ninety-five applications were made, last 
February, for admission to the Freshman class, twenty-five of whom failed to 
pass the examination. The last graduating class numbered se\'enteen mem-
bers; their Commencement exercises were held November 23d. The College 
year for 1877 opens February 27th, and continues, with two short vacations, 
until the latter paI:t of November. Prof. R. F. Kedzie is spending his winter 
in the laboratory of Harvard College; Prof. R. Carpenter in the Ann Arbor 
observatory . 
Dakota. 
Editor, W. M. BRISTOLL, Yankton. 
DAKOTA gratefully accepts the invitation to a place with her elders at THE EDUCATIONAL WEEK~Y'S table. As one of the little sisters of 
Uncle Sam's large family, it is pleasing to receive this individual recognition, 
and to be no longer referred to only under the general title of the Northwest. 
Dakota is approaching her sixteenth birthday, but seems scatcely known to 
her aged sisters of the Atlantic border. They frequently address her letters to 
.. Dacotah," and refuse to he corrected. 
" About how large a town is Dakota ?" recently a.<ked an intelligent layman 
of Massachusetts of one of our home missionaries. How little he appreciated 
Dakota's magnificent mheritance ! Although Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming, 
younger members of the family, grasped more than half her original domain, 
she still retains control over enough land to make two New Englands entire, 
and almost a West Virginia beside, or to make nearly twenty states of the size 
of Massachusetts. Pembina, our "coming" sister, will, it is expected, take 
half of this acreage away, yet enough will be left for a grand empire. 
We are, however, a little people, only seventy-five thousand persons, and, of 
these, one-third of copper hue and largely uncivilized and wild. We are 
growing, though, and, on coming of age and reaching statehood, shall be no 
mean member of the loved. family circle. 
The assessed value of Dakota's property this year reaches seven millions of 
dollars, of which Yankton, the capital, owns more than one-seventh. This is 
poverty by tbe side Qf the wealth of her grown-up sisters. 
As young, little, and poor, Dakota will not be expected to be prominent at 
the crowded table set by the WEEKLY. If she speak once to the three or four 
utterances of her elders, she will, perhaps, have full as much attention as she 
deserves. , 
In the issue of the Nalio1tal :Journal of Edtlcation, for January 25th, ap-
peared a list of Superintendents of Public Instruction for the several states and 
territories of the Union. Its compiler seems not to have .been informed that 
an election took place in Dakota in November last, at which Hon. J. J. McIn-
tire was not a candidate for. re-electi"n· to the office of Superintendent. The 
people made choice of William E. Cnton to serve them for the years 1877 and 
1878, in caring for their school interests, and he entered upon his new duties 
.n the first day of Tanuary, or thereabout. It has lately been discovered that 
under Dakota's organiG act this is not an elective office, and that the Governor 
must nominate, and the upper house of the Legislarure confirm his nominee, 
in order that Dakota may have a legal Territorial Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 
His Excellency, Governor Pennington, has promptly ratified the people's 
action, and nominated Mr. Caton to the office, and the Council have as promptly 
confirmed the nomination, so that by a threefold tie, our new Supepintendent 
is bound to us. 
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. Will the National 70urnal of Educ;'tiolt, therefore, please amend its list 
by striking out the line-
" Hon. J. J. McIntire, Finlay, Dakota," and in~erting in lieu thereof-
" Hon. Wm. E. Caton, Elk Point, Dakota." 
Mr. McIntire's Reports of Dakota's schools for the year.> ending August 31, 
1875, and August 31, 1876, accompanying the Govcl'Ilor's biennial me,sage, 
have just been transmitted to the Legislature and published. 
These Reports, and a new public school law for the territory, the passage 
of which is pending, and said to be largely repre~e ntative of our new Superin-
tendent's views of school administration, will receive notice in this column 
when Dakota is next heard from . 
Notes. 
TH E Third Annual Report of the Boston University is at hand, for which we are indebted to President Warren. It shows a degree of prosperity 
which, for an institution of its age, is surprising. Established in [869, it is but 
seven years old, and yet the total number of students during the past year was 
627. The departments of the University already organized and in successful 
operation are: a College of Liberal Art~, a College of Music, a College of 
Agriculture, a School of Theology, a School of Law, a School of Medicine, 
a?d a School of Oratory. Of these, the Schools of Theology, Law, and Medi-
cme seem to be the most fully developed as to numbers in attendance, there 
being a total of 414 reported. It is a remarkable fact that for the past two 
years no other American university has had in the same three departments an 
equal aggregate attendance. Single schools have equaled or even ~nrpassed 
each of these, but neither of the only two American universities having all 
three of these professional schools, has had in the three an equal aggregate of 
students. Many of the facts stated in the President's report will surprise the 
public, to whom the Boston University is as yet a comparative stranger. One 
interesting fact is that nearly half the stud ents thu~ far admitted to the College 
of Liberal Arts have come from the Public High Schools. The College of 
Music and the School of Oratory are, we believe, peculiar to this institution. 
130th are doing invaluable service to ~he country in raising the standard of 
vocal <;u lture and in ~ending out accomplished instructors in these important 
departments. We commend President W:lrren's excellent Report to all who 
are seeking the advantages of a first class inslltution, employing only the ablest 
I.nasters in the several fields of study. 
The Western: A 7 0urnal 0/ L itemture, Education, and Art. H. 11. Mor-
ga/I, E ditor, St. Louis. This is an interesting and valuable number. Its 
leading articles are: "Topical Shakspeariana j" "l'IIakaria, A Play in 
F ive Acts j " "Dante's Purgatorio j " and H Two Romance Lang llages." 
These articles evince high scholarship and literary taste. Nine pages are de-
voted to the proceedings of the Academy of Science, in which appears a very 
jn~tructive discussion on "Locust Flight~," Professor Riley, State Entomolo-
gist of Missouri, taking the ground that these pests could not permanmtly 
thrive south of the forty-fourth parallel, or east of the one hundredth meredian. 
The Rocky Mountain Locust is, according to the Professor, indigenous to the 
sub-Alpine heights of the Northwest, and its individual life is bounded 
by the spring and autumn frosts. Species are sometimes found to be limited 
in a wonderful way to certain area'> , and it cannot be explained why some 
can and others cannot adapt themselves to different conditions. The genuine 
Colorado Potato Beetle, for example, spread eastward through · man's agency 
as the inte~ediate territory was settled. The bogus Colorado Potato Beetle, 
hO\~ever, did not, and does not thus spread, since it cannot subsist on the 
cultivated potato. Former experience has proved the inability of the locust to 
thrive in this climate. Specimens hatched in Pennsylvania as well a.s Ne-
braska, failed to become acclimated here. We hope these theories will soon 
be verified by the disappearance of the "grasshoppers," in accordance with 
laws of the geographical range of species." 
The "":esterll is an educational monthly, published by an association of 
teachers III St. Louis, and edited by Prof. H . H . Morgan, Principal of the St. 
Louis !figh ~chool. It.~ aim is different from, if not higher than that of other 
educ~tlOn:u Journals. It is more literary and esthetic . Papers of immediate 
~racticallllterest are not wanting, while studied, critical, and philosophical ar-
l1cles are numerous. Here may be found Prof. Snider's critical essays on the 
~lays of Shakspeare,-choice specimens of philosophical criticism, and supe-
nor to any others we have seen this side of the Atlantic. The editor is pub-
lishing, in a series of numbers, his" Topical Shakspeariana," the result of 
labor which none but a most devoted student of Shakspeare would have under-
taken, and which every lover of Shakspeare will greet with welcome. 
Its book notices are discriminating, and its reports of the meetings of the 
various societies of St. Louis, literary, scientific, and pedagogical, are interest-
ing and valuable. 
In ~hort, The W~stern is redolent of the fragrance of literary St. Louis, and 
is more than cordially recotn:mended by us to the readers of THE EDUCATIONAL 
WEEKLY. 
-The Pennsylvania School 70urnal for January is at hand, and as usual, 
is brimful of good things. Superintendent Wickersham's Annual Repo~, 
omitting the statistical portion, occupies a large part of. the number, and IS 
characterized by his well known ability. The Report gives a liberal share of 
attention to the educational exhibit at the Centennial Exposition, and particu-
larly to a statement of facts concerning foreign educational systems and policy. 
Under this general subdivision, the State Superintendent discusses I, 
The Organization of Educational Systems j 2, Building and Furnishing School-
Houses; 3, Teachers 'and their Preparation j 4, The Course of Study in 
Elen\entary Schools j 5, Inspection and Supervision of Schools; 6, Secondary 
Education j 7, Industrial Schools j 8, Higher Technical Education; 9, Peda-
gogical Museums. From a consideration of these topics Mr. \Vickersharn 
proceeds to deduce some very appropriate" Lessons for Pennsylvania," which 
are quite as appropriate for other states. The discussion shows what OUT 
better class of educators have long been aware of, that America, with all her 
boasted progress in education, has very much to learn from foreign nations. 
In the matter of School In~pect ion, Training Teachers, Pedagogical Muse-
ums, and Industrial Education in the common schools, many of the European . 
nations are far in advance of us. \Ve commend this Report as exceedingly 
suggestive and useful. We wish every inteliigent person in the country would 
read and inward ly d igest it ; for we should be likely to have a more wise 
and statesmanlike school policy as a result of it. 
. -We have received the Register and circular of the State Normal School 
at Salem, Mass., for the fall and wlllter term, 1876-77, D. B. Hagar, Ph. D., 
Principal. . This is one of the best institution of the kind in the countrJ. 
Principal Hagar is a veteran educator and a staunch supporter of the National 
Association as well as of the local organizations of the old Bay State. The 
number of instructors in the Salem State Normal School is 13. The total 
enrollment for the pa~t term was 255, and for the pa,t year 327. Tllis excel-
lent school is for ladies only. 
-Among the petitions presented to Ihe ;\.:hssachusetts Legislature reccntly, 
was one signed by Geo. B. E merson, John W. Perkin. and sixty-eight oth er 
teachers, asking for the passage of a law granting a pension to such teachers 
as shall follow the profession for hventy years and upward,>. 
-The forty-fifth semi-annual term of the State Normal School at Salem, 
Mass., came to a close on the 17th of January. The graduating class numbered 
28 ladies. 
-" Circular _ o. ) 6" has come to hand , from ' Stat~ Superintendent J. W . 
Simonds, of New Hampshire . It consist · of twenty-eight pages from his re-
cent report, and sixteen of extracts from papers upon Drawing, the study of 
United States History, etc. Following some valuable hints and suggestions a' 
to the general management of the public schools, is a fnll outl ine of a general 
course of study for the common school, covering a period of nine years. The 
circular is of particular intere~t to those who are aiming to organize a state 
sy!'tem of education. 
-We gladly welcome our old and tried friend, Littell's Living Agt, for the -
coming year. Its information, so varied and useful, its stories, so fresh and 
racy, make it the best of weekly visitors. The articl~ number 1699, on the 
" Relations of Turkey and Russia," is very timely, while the eastern question 
is engrossing so much of the public attention. It is the best exposition of the 
reed motives which actutate the Russia,n policy we have yet seen. 
-The President of the American Institute of Instruction, Thomas W. Bick-
nell, announces the forty-eighth annual meeting of Ihat body, at Montpelier, 
VI., on T uesday, 'Wednesday, and Thursday,-July 10, II, and 12, 1877· 
The leading railroad ' of New England will furnish free retllrn tickets to 
members of the Institute, and excursions will be planned to the mountains, the 
lakes, and the St. Lawrence . 
Th01Jlas Gray's Sdect Poems. Edited by William Rolfe. Harper & Bro-
thers : New York. This charming little volume is uniform in size with the 
editor's edition of Shakspear's play~. It contains the life of the author, a 
description of his home, the Elegy, and several miscellaneous poems, and 
quite copious notes. .It is finely illustrated; and well adapted to school pur-
poses. Price, 90 cents. Address Leslie Greenwood, 117 State Street, Chicago. 
Publishers' Notes. 
MESSRS. LOVEJOY AND FOSTER, No. 88 State Street, Chicago, have secured a large trade in stereoscopic views and photographs. Among 
the latter, photographs of the great revivalists, Moody and Sankey, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Bliss, have become common to nearly every home in the country. 
A new photograph of Mr. Sankey is said to ~e the, b~st yet. pub.lished. It is 
certainly a fine work of art, and very true to life.. ~hls firm IS fiIl.II~g numerous 
orders from all parts of the country, owing to therr liberal advertismg. 
_ Our readers noticed an advertisement la.,t week, of some new 
books, published by Sheehan & Co., of Ann Arbor, Michigan. The" Orni-
thological Notebook," and the" Analysis of Plants," are not only convenient, 
but they are valuable aids to the student, and contribute much to the interest 
with which the studies are pursued. Vaughan's" Osteology and Myology of 
the Domestic Fowl" is the only work of the kind published in this country, 
and is designed as a guide to the ornithologist in his anatomical study of birds, 
and in the general study of comparative anatomy. It contains twenty-six 
illustrations, six of which are full page cuts. We recommend those interested 
in botany or zoology to send for these books. 
-We venture to suggest to our correspondents, ' especially those who write 
on postal cards, that a good way for them to secure our attention to what they 
write is to let it be known to us in some way where the writer is, and who 
he is; and if an answer is desired, it would be well to enclose a stamp. We I are much more .apt to answer a letter if such little aids are furnished. 
I. -The Ttachtys' I".,proved Class-Book, by Prof. H. F. Fisk, is very conven-Ient and complete. See advertisement. 
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M £nerals, S hells, B z"rds, 
E T C. 
The Naturalists' Agency has been established at 372 5 
LANCASTER AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA, for the pur-
pose of giving coliectors of obj ects of NATURAL HIS-
TOR Y a n opportunity of buying , selling, or exchanging 
their duplicates or collections. Please state where you saw 
this advert isement. . 
Specimens sent to any part of the world by mail. A 
monthly bulletin of 8 pages sent free. 
I received the highest award given to a ny·one at the Cen-
tennial Exposition of 1876, and the only award and medal 
given to any American for H Collections of Minerals." 
1\1y Miul!rnlog'icai Catalogue and table of species. by 
which most m inerals may be identified, illus tra ted by over 
$300 worth of engravings, is now ready for .distribution. It 
is an excellent check-list, containing in the price-list every 
species , and all the more common yariet ics arra!1~cd :l.lpl~a­
bcticnlly, and preceded by the species number. J he species 
number indicates the place of any mineral in the table of 
species ; after it will be found the species na me, composition, 
streak or luster, cleavage or fracture, hardness, sp . gr. , fU SI-
bility. and crystalli za tion. Free to all customers . To others, 
on receipt of 10 cents for postage, etc. . • 
The large increase of my business has compelled me to 
rent store No. 2737. and usc it entirely for Birds, Mammals . 
Shells, P lants , Books , Fossi ls, Mound Builders' R elics, and 
all objects of Natural HisLOry except .Mi nerals. 1 have 
secured the services of one of the best taxidermists 111 the 
country, a gentleman who was employed by the Smithsonian 
Instillltion, in Sou th Ameri ca , for three years. I have a very 
large stock of \Vestern and Southern Bi rds on hand. Also, 
H eads and Antlers for Museums, Dining-Rooms, Halls, and 
Libraries. 
I have now over 38 tons, ;\nd nearly $35,000 worth of Min-
erals on hand. ] have sold over $17,000 worth since the 17th 
day of J anuary, when the first box was put into myestab-
lishment. November 13th, my cash sales were over $1,500, 
and cash receipts over ;h,200. 
I have the best specimens ever seen of Amazon Stone, 
Ruby Silver, Samarskite, Amethyst , Brookite, Columbate of 
Vttria, Zonochlorite, Chileni~, Chalcedony, Rutile in Quartz, 
Hydrot itanite , Itacolumite, Nigrin, Green \VavalJite colored ' 
by Vanadium , Pcganite, Smoky Quartz, R ock Crystal. 
Perofskite, SchoTlomite, Aegeritc , Feldspar (p111k, reLl, ~ray, 
brown, and green), Emboli te, Melanitc, Ozark ite and Ch lo-
rastrolite. 
COL L E CTIONS OF .MI N ERA LS 
For Students, Amateurs, .professors, Pllys:·cin.ns, aud 
otlter P'ro/essiollal ,Wen. 
These collections ilh.lst;ate a ll the p rincipal species and all 
grand subdivisions in Dana"'and other works on Mineralogy; 
every Crystalline Sxstem; all the pri ncipal Ores, and every 
known.e1ement. 1 he collections are tabled with a printed 
label that can only bb removed by soaking. The labels give 
Dana's species number, the na me, locality, and in most 
cases, the composition of the Mineral. 
All collections accompanied by my I llustra ted Catalogue 
and table of spe,cies. 
100 Crystals and Fragments for Study . . ..... • $ 1.00 
100 Specimens , Student's Size, Larger . ... . . .. 5.00 
100 Spec., Larger, Amateurs' Size, 2Mx 1M in .. 10.00 
Collections of Gems, Orcs , Earthy Minerals, Mi nerals 
used in any Arts or Agriculture, on hand or put up to order. 
\Ve sell :M.inerals by weight for the Chemist and blowpipe 
use at very low pric~s, as Allanite 25c. per Ib . .z~ Lepidoli te 2OC~ per lb., Brookite Pure Crystal 25C. per lb., Kutile pure 
25C• per lb., W avellite 25C. per lb., Blcnde lOC. per lb. 
I des ire especially to call attentio~ to my remarkably fi ne 
specimens of AmazPll Stone, of which I have, or have had, 
nine-tenths of all the specimens ever found. I have made 
s ix trips to the Iocali ty,.l, and think I may safely say that no 
marc will be found. vood crystals, from IS cents to $ [.00 
each. f h S 1 h'b ' I have just purchased the best 0 t e Ruby i vers ex J 1-
ted at the Centennial by the Chilian government. T hese a re 
the only specimens weighing less than three Ib5 . that ever 
brought anything like $1,000 each . 
.l\1.y Titallium. ,11i1le1'als are the finest ever known. Be-
s ides the Hydrated Titanic ACid, Hydrotitani teJ.a mineral 
recen tly analyzed by Dr. Krenig, 0 Pennsylvania university, 
I have also remarkably well cryst..'lllizcd Perofskites, Brook-
ices of enormous SIZe, Rutiles genicula ted till they form a 
circle Schorlomite, Warwlckitc, etc. 
I h~ve the most beautiful g:een. Wavellite and Peganite 
ever known, colored by vanadlc aCid.. . 
I am selling Amethyst at Car lower prices than It was ever 
sold at before. Oyer $2,500 sold si n.ce the l oth 0'£ July. 
I have just bought tb e famous Clllltf!'~ ~ollectlo." of ~hells 
and ·Minerals; which has bee!1 on exhIbition a t T iffany s for 
the past two years. The OTlg111al pTlce ~ked was $3,000. It 
contained a number of unequaled th1l1gs, among them a 
Rutile in Quartz, for which Mr. C;h 'l ton w.~ offered $350 
gold. A twin crystal of clear calcite contamlllg ~ pmt of 
water, weighing over 10 lbs. The only perfect sp1l1ymurex 
in the country . 
A. E . F OO TE, M. D. , 
Pro/. 0/ Chemistry a1td Mi"n-al0lf!' 
Fellow of the American Association f?T the A.dvancement of 
Science; Life Member of the Ph'l~delphla.,Academy of 
N a tural SCiences, and of the A mencan Museum of N a t-
ural Hi$tory I Centra~ P ark,:N·ew York. 
The Educational Weekly. 
Speaal Inducements to Subscrz'bers'! 
A Rare Chance Jor {1gents! 
If you want to Subscribe, Get up a Club. 
Tlte following special offers are made to those who 'will send us jive or more 
subscriptiolls: . 
. Fai' $10.00 we will send T H E EDUCATIONAL .WEEKLY one year (2 vols.) . to five diffe~ent sub-
scnbers; or we will send the W[,;EKLY LO four subscnbers, and books to the amount of $2.50 to the one 
sending in the names. 
For $ 12.50 we will fill five subscriptions (10 vols .) and give books to the amount of $3.00. 
For $15.00 we will fi ll six subscriptions (12 vols.) and give books to the amount of $3.75 . ' 
BETTER STILL! 
I 
For $15.00 we witlfill SIX subscriptiom (I2 vols_) mtd presmt a copy of W EBST ER:S NATIONAL 
P ICTOR IAL D ICTIONARY, price $5:00, to tlte one sending us tlu lla1JUs. 
For $20.00 we will fill eigllt subscriptions (16 vols.) and give books to the aJ{lount of $5.00. 
For $25.00 we will fill tm subscriptions (20 vols.) and give books to the amount of $6.50. 
For $30.00 we will fill twelve subscriptions (24 vols.) and give books to the amount of $8.00. 
GRAND OFFER! 
For $ 35 .00 we will fill f ourteen subscriptions (28 vols.) and present a copy. Of 
WEBSTER' S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY, . 
price $ 12_00, to the one sending us the names. 
For any -nUlnber of subscriptions more than fourteen, at $ 2.50 each, we will give 
one third the 51;1m in books at the order of the one sending us the names. For instance, 
for forty subscriptions and $ 100.00, we will send 
ZELL'S ENCYCLOP .AmIA, 
price $ 33-00, or any other work of the same value. Send for any ·books you want. 
All books sent as premiums will be shipped at the expense of the person ordering. 
A GRA ND CHANCE FOR COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
A better opportunity was ~lever offered for fornisht'ng your It'brary. 
BEGIN TO WORI( NOW. 
The Educational Weekly 
can be clubbed with any other periodical in America or Europe, and both procured at 
reduced rates. 
Parties gettil?g up clubs need not wait until all the names are· procured. Simply 
state that you are getting uP. a club, and we will give you credit for all you send, and 
fill your oreier for books at any time, on the above terms. 
Address, 
EDUC;:ATIONAL WEEKLY, 
T.70 CLARK Street, CHICAGO. 
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JOSEPH GILLOTT'S. 
CELEBRATED STEEL PENS. 
SOLD BY ALL DEALERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
~~~ Every Packet hears the Fac-Simile of his Signature. 
Manufacturers' Warehouse, 9I John Sheet, New York. 
HENRY HOE, Sole Agent. JOSEPH GILLOTT & SONS. 
TWO NEW POPUL4R BOOKS, 
Published April I, 1816. The cheapest Architectural Book issued, contain-
ing drawings to a scale, entitled ATWOOD'S MODERN AMERICAN 
HOMESTEADS. One 8vo volume, cloth, price, $3.50. Published May I, 
18,6, WOOLLETT'S VILLAS AND COTTAGES, or HOMES FOR 
ALL. One oblong 8vo. vol. doth, price, $3.00. Recent practical books 
for Architects earpent&s, Builders, and all who contemplate 'building or 
remodelinlt buildings of any kind-Bicknell's Village Builder and Supplement, $t2; Bic'l.:nell's Supple-
ment to V.llage Builder, $5.00; Bicknell's Detail Cottage and .Constructive Architecture, $10.00; Bick-
nell's Wooden and Brick Buildings, with Details, two vols . (vol. 2 contains several school buildings), each 
Prol\'fe5Sive American Architecture, $10.00; Cummings & Miller'. Architectural Deta"s, $10.00; Frank's MOQUlneJltal 
Des.gns, fIj.,,?; Gould's Carpenter's and Builder's Assistant, $3.00; Gould's American Stair Builder's Guide, $4.00; 
laume's lilteoor Architecture, $3.00; Hallett's Builder'S Specifications, $t.15; Hallett's Builder's Contracts, 10 cts.; Loth·s 
Practical Stair Builde>', $to.oo; MitcheU's Stepping Stone to Architecture, 6~ cts.; Towndrow's Suburban Homes, a new 
"Ian of Building MsociatiOD, 50 CIS.; Wither's Church Architecture, ,t5.00. 1llustrated Catalogue, containing books on 
Drawing, Drawing Instruments, etc., mailed to any address on receipt of three-cent stamp. 
A. J' BICKNELL &> CO., Publishers, 27 Warrm Strut, N. Y. 
R_& J. B Eel< .LONDON. 
DRAWING MATERIALS FOR SCHOOLS A SPECIAL 
C3.talogues. of Mathematical and Optical Instruments sent toany address upon receipt of ten cents. 
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Gao. SHRRWOOD. WILLAlUl WOODAIlD. 
Ceo. Sherwood'. & Co., 
SCHOOL BOOK PUBLISHER~ 
LAKESIDE BUILDING, 
I30 ADAMS Str~~t, cornu- of Clark. 
Examine and Compare Merits and 
Price. 
Please do not make any introduction of Readers, unul 
you have examined 
WEBB'S MODEL READERS, 
FOUR BOOK CHROMO SERIES, 
which is now issued complete. A Seri .. that EVERYMAN 
WOULD BUY FOR HIS OWN CHILD. 
The largest, cheapest, most beautiful, and interesting scr· 
ies published. 
Iu8 PAGES, ru Chrom"."l and 100 other appropriate and 
artistic iIIustraitons, IN FOuR BOOKS. . 
Containing- more readinK matter than Dlost series of read· 
ers, and COMPLETE LISTS OF ALL THE WORDS in 
the hook!:.. with pronunciation mark",!. thus SAVING A 
SPELLEK. This Series is AMPLY SuFFICIENT for an 
entire course 01 Reading·and Spelling. The fuU retail price 
being only ".90-ahout one-half the price or other leadJng 
series-and the four hooks are furnished for inlroductlo;, for 
only ".91. The Seri .. will be sent, postpaid, for examina-
~on, for ".30. 
MODEL SERIES OF ARITHMETICS, 
IN TWO BOOKS. 
A Complete, T/zorouglt and Prac/£cal 
Course. 
Including Oral and Written Exerc.ce5, 
Bv ALFRED KIRK, AND 
HENRY H. BELFIELD. 
They meet with universal approval and are furnished at low 
rates. 
GEO. SHERWOOD&> CO., 
WILLARD WOODARD . 
The uNew Amerzcan" 
SEWING MACHINE. 
AHEAD OF ALL OTHERS IN IMPR.OVEMEN1S. 
It i. the lightest running I The most durable I 
Has most room under the arm I Self-settinl\' needle I 
Self-threadin~t!.~~t1b~ the ~~=d'fiPS lutches I 
THE BEST MACHINE FOR ALL PURPOSES. 
WARRANTED TO Gf17E ENTIRE SATISFACTION. 
Ollice and Salesroom: 
2# WABASH Avemee, Chicago, 01. 
AGENTS WANTED 
POR 
THE ONLY COMPLETE AND SATISFACTORY 
Life of Dr. Lz'vz'ngstone 
EVER PUBLISHED. 
The whole story ,of the Great Explorer'. early life, and !,f 
his Travels Adventures, and Wonderful Expenences IJl I "'~' u ~Id \>:. """"'. ;. > .. _ .. '""""~ ~d last journals. e best selling work ever issued. For 
terms and circuli"", address • 
'J. H. CHAMBERS &> CO., 
305 LOCUST Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
